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OSCE PA BUREAU MEETING 

Reunión de la Mesa de la Asamblea Parlamentaria de la OSCE 

Copenhague, 28-29 de abril de 2024 

A.- INTRODUCCIÓN 

Esta reunión estuvo conformada por dos partes diferenciadas: 

- I. Seminario Informal de trabajo sobre el futuro de la Asamblea 
Parlamentaria de la OSCE, continuación del celebrado el 26 de enero de 2024, 
y que tuvo lugar el domingo, 28 de abril, de 15 a 18 horas en la sede de la 
Secretaría de la Asamblea Parlamentaria. 

- II. Reunión de la Mesa propiamente dicha, que tuvo lugar en la sede del 
Parlamento de Dinamarca el lunes, 29 de abril, de 9 a 16 horas.  

ASISTENCIA.- La asistencia a estas reuniones está regulada en el 
artículo 6.1 del Reglamento de la Asamblea, en el que se establece que: «La 
Mesa estará compuesta por el Presidente o Presidenta, los Vicepresidentes y 
Vicepresidentas, el Tesorero o Tesorera, los altos cargos de las tres Comisiones 
Generales y el Presidente o Presidenta emérito. El Presidente o Presidenta 
emérito será, ex officio, miembro de la Mesa con voz, pero sin voto». Asimismo, 
fueron invitados a estas reuniones otros altos cargos de la Asamblea 
parlamentaria, en concreto1:  

- El jefe de la Delegación de Dinamarca; 

- Los presidentes de las comisiones ad hoc; 

- El Presidente de la Subcomisión de Reglamento; 

- El Presidente del Equipo de apoyo parlamentario a Ucrania; 

- El Jefe de la Delegación de Rumania; 

- Y el Jefe de la Delegación de Irlanda. 

 

1 Se adjunta el documento correspondiente a la relación de altos cargos de la Asamblea 
Parlamentaria y de sus comisiones.(Anexo I), así como, la relación de asistentes confirmados 
(Anexo II). 
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AGENDA.- La agenda de esta reunión estuvo desdoblada en el programa 
del seminario, de un lado y en el Orden del día de la Mesa, del otro. 

El programa del Seminario fue el siguiente2: 

1. Revisión de las conclusiones alcanzadas en el Seminario 
informal de trabajo celebrado el 26 de enero de 2024. 

2. Debate acerca del futuro de la Asamblea Parlamentaria de la 
OSCE. 

3. Debate acerca de la cooperación con las presidencias de la 
OSCE (gubernamental) en el futuro. 

El orden del día de la Mesa fue el siguiente3: 

1. Ratificación del orden del día.  

2. Discurso de apertura de la Presidenta de la Asamblea 
Parlamentaria de la OSCE, Sra. Pia Kauma.  

3. Cuestiones administrativas y financieras:  

4. Presentación de los proyectos de informes y proyectos de 
resolución para la 31ª reunión anual por los ponentes de las 
Mesas, seguida de debate.  

5. Información sobre las próximas reuniones estatutarias de la 
Asamblea Parlamentaria de la OSCE en 2024.  

6. Debate abierto sobre las actividades y prioridades de la 
Asamblea Parlamentaria de la OSCE.  

7. Otros asuntos. 

 

2 Se adjunta documento relativo al programa previsto, así como, a las principales 
cuestiones a abordar durante el mismo (Anexo III) 

3 Se adjunta documento relativo al orden del día de la Mesa, para cuyo desarrollo fue 
convocada la reunión de la Mesa (Anexo IV) 
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B.- DESARROLLO DE LA REUNIÓN 

1. La Presidenta de la Asamblea abrió la sesión y anunció que por parte 
de la delegación alemana no podría asistir el Sr. Tobias Winckler (ponente de la 
1ª Comisión). También intervino el Jefe de la delegación danesa para dar la 
bienvenida a los asistentes, y se procedió a la aprobación del orden del día 
propuesto.  

2. En relación con la renovación del Secretario General se acordó 
proponer a la Comisión Permanente la renovación del mandato del actual 
Secretario General (Roberto Montela), de conformidad con el artículo 40 del 
Reglamento de la Asamblea en el que se establece que: «El Secretario o la 
Secretaria General será elegido por la Comisión Permanente, a partir de la 
propuesta de la Mesa, por una mayoría de dos tercios de los votos emitidos en 
votación secreta. El nombramiento será por cinco años y podrá renovarse dos 
veces con la mayoría de los votos emitidos en votación secreta en la Comisión 
Permanente, la cual podrá, en circunstancias excepcionales, y a partir de la 
propuesta de la Mesa, considerar la renovación del Secretario o Secretaria 
General más allá del tercer mandato por una mayoría de dos tercios de los votos 
emitidos en votación secreta».  

Conviene resaltar que, de conformidad con dicha regulación, basta la 
mayoría simple para la renovación del mandato, mientras que para la elección 
de un nuevo Secretario General sería necesaria una mayoría de dos tercios4.  

Asimismo, la Presidenta expuso los numerosos apoyos por escrito a la 
renovación del mandato del Secretario General, así como los motivos que, en su 
opinión, avalan esta decisión.5 

3. En relación con las cuestiones administrativas y financieras intervino el 
Tesorero de la Asamblea (Johan Büser, de Suecia) para explicar las 
insuficiencias financieras provocadas, entre otros motivos, por el impago de 
cuotas por parte de la delegación de Rusia (en este momento se encuentran en 
situación de impago las delegaciones de Rusia, Bielorrusia, Tayikistán y 
Turkmenistán). A este respecto Rusia dirigió, a través de su Embajada, una 
carta6 de queja por las acciones concertadas que —en su opinión, por 

 

4 Se acompaña la carta de la Presidenta de la Asamblea remitió al cabeza de Delegación 
de Suecia, aclarando el procedimiento que la Mesa ha estado siguiendo en relación con este 
asunto. (Anexo V) 

5 Se adjuntan en documento aparte todos los apoyos por escrito que recibió la propuesta 
de renovación. (Anexo VI) 

6 Se acompañan las cartas de la delegación rusa. (Anexo VII) 
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supuesto— están desarrollándose en el seno de la Asamblea Parlamentaria para 
impedir la normal participación de la delegación rusa en la misma. 

También resumió las previsiones presupuestarias descritas en su Informe 
que incluyen un incremento del 3,7% en todas las aportaciones para el ejercicio 
2024-2025 (España pasaría de 193132 € en 2023, a 200450 € en 2024)7. 

Por parte española, el jefe de delegación (Sr. Pons) indicó que la escasez 
en las aportaciones de algunos países ya había sido puesta de manifiesto en 
reuniones anteriores, sin que ello se haya traducido en reformas financieras 
destinadas a resolverla; esto es, no se han adoptado medidas específicas, si no 
que se han subido todas las aportaciones, sin más. Otros intervinientes 
(Charalambides, de Chipre y Prittchard, de Reino Unido), destacaron la 
conveniencia de contar con un “plan B” que sirviese de alternativa en caso de 
que las insuficientes financiaciones exijan que haya que priorizar unas 
actividades sobre otras.  

4. Presentación de los proyectos de Informe y de Resolución de las tres 
comisiones generales. Estos textos servirán de base para los debates y 
votaciones que tendrán lugar en la próxima 31ª sesión anual de la Asamblea 
Parlamentaria (Bucarest, 29 de junio a 3 de julio). 

4.1 En ausencia del ponente de la 1ª Comisión, se produjeron diferentes 
intervenciones en las que se puso de relieve (Charalambides, de Chipre) que las 
migraciones masivas, los colectivos desplazados por la guerra y el hambre, el 
antisemitismo, el anti islamismo, los crímenes de odio,… están transformando 
en conflictos globales los diferentes conflictos que inicialmente estallaron en 
áreas geográficas concretas. También se defendió (Zoffili, de Italia) la 
incorporación de un punto suplementario8 para incluir en la resolución de la 1ª 
Comisión una referencia al tráfico organizado de seres humanos que tanto afecta 
al área mediterránea y del norte de África. Asimismo, el Secretario General 
respaldó los puntos 51 a 54 del borrador de Resolución propuesto por el ponente 
de la 1ª Comisión, por considerar que en ellos se sustenta la posibilidad de que 
la Asamblea Parlamentaria, sin perder su singularidad y flexibilidad, pueda 
reforzar la acción de la parte gubernamental de la OSCE en áreas concretas de 
importancia medular9.  

 

7 Se incluyen como anexo el Informe del Tesorero, en el que se detalla la ejecución 
presupuestaria desarrollada, así como el proyecto presupuestario para el próximo ejercicio. 
(Anexo VIII) 

8 Se adjunta el borrador del punto suplementario (Anexo IX) 
9 Se acompaña  (Anexo X) 
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4.2 En relación con el Informe y la Resolución de la 2ª Comisión intervino 
su ponente (Kugler, de Austria) para explicar que en las dos últimas resoluciones 
la 2ª Comisión se había centrado sucesivamente en el desafío de los 
movimientos migratorios y en la crisis energética y que en el borrador de 
Resolución redactado para este año se insiste especialmente en las 
implicaciones que la Inteligencia Artificial puede tener sobre la futura evolución 
de las relaciones económicas y sociales del área OSCE.  

4.3 Respecto a los borradores de Informe y Resolución de la 3ª Comisión 
intervino su ponente (Achour, de Bélgica) para indicar que el Informe incide 
especialmente en las consecuencias que los conflictos armados tienen para los 
sectores más vulnerables (menores de edad, mujeres, ancianos o personas sin 
recursos entre otros). Por parte española intervino el Jefe de Delegación (Sr. 
Pons) para subrayar el deterioro que está sufriendo la calidad de la democracia 
como se desprende del hecho de que recientemente la Asamblea Parlamentaria 
no haya podido desplazar misiones de observación electoral a Rusia y 
Bielorrusia; también se refirió a la necesidad de mantener sin excepciones un 
mensaje de defensa de los derechos humanos y de rechazo del discurso del odio 
que incluyese al área de Palestina. 

Tras la finalización de las explicaciones correspondientes a los textos de 
las tres comisiones generales que serán debatidos en la próxima sesión anual, 
la Presidenta de la Asamblea señaló que el Reglamento permite la presentación 
de puntos suplementarios y pregunto a los presentes si alguien tenía intención 
de hacerlo. A este respecto, anunciaron dicha intención la Sra. Daftari (Países 
Bajos), la Sra. Charalambides (Chipre), el Sr. Guliyev (Azerbaiyán), Sra 
Khandanyan (Armenia), Sr Hadjiyianni (Chipre) y Sr. Zoffili (Italia)10.  

5. En relación con las reuniones estatutarias previstas11 intervinieron los 
jefes de delegación de los países en los que dichas reuniones van a tener lugar; 
a saber:  

- Sesión anual, que tendrá lugar en Bucarest los días 29 de junio a 3 de 
julio de 202412.  

 

10 Se adjunta documento sobre requisitos procedimentales y de plazo (artículos 21 y 22 
del Reglamento) para la formulación de puntos suplementarios y enmiendas a las  resoluciones 
que serán sometidas a votación en la próxima sesión anual de Bucarest. (Anexo XI)  

11 Se adjunta previsión de las reuniones. (Anexo XII) 
12 Se incluye anexo informativo (Anexo XIII) 
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- Sesión de otoño, que tendrá lugar en Dublín los días 2 a 4 de octubre de 
2024. Se propone por la Presidenta añadir una previa sesión informal de la Mesa 
el 1 de octubre. 

- Sesión informal de la Mesa, que tendrá lugar en La Valeta el día 4 de 
diciembre aprovechando la reunión ministerial prevista para los días 5 y 6 de 
diciembre de 2024.  

- Las siguientes sesiones serían: 

 - Sesión anual de 2025, en Oporto.  

 - Sesión de otoño de 2025, en San Marino (pendiente de 
confirmación). 

 - Sesión anual de 2026, en Países Bajos (pendiente de 
confirmación). 

 - Sesión de otoño de 2026, en Andorra (pendiente de confirmación). 

En relación con las misiones de observación electoral13 intervino el Sr. 
Pons (España) para sugerir la conveniencia de concentrar, en las que se 
consideren prioritarias, los medios y recursos de la Asamblea Parlamentaria para 
obtener mejores resultados. Asimismo, el Sr. Vigenin (Bulgaria) propuso la 
posibilidad de que se habilitasen delegaciones más reducidas para aquellas 
observaciones electorales menos complejas.  

6. En relación con las prioridades en la actividad parlamentaria de la 
OSCE se distribuyó una propuesta elaborada por la Presidenta de la Asamblea14 
en la que se enumeran diferentes objetivos; entre otros:  

- Asegurar debates eficaces; 

- Continuar respaldando las actividades regionales, con especial 
referencia a la evolución de Ucrania; 

- Apoyar la realización de dosieres temáticos en materias en las que la 
Asamblea Parlamentaria pueda aportar un mayor valor añadido;  

- Preservar las misiones de observación electoral como actividad 
emblemática de la Asamblea; 

 

13 Se acompaña la previsión de procesos electorales en el área OSCE PA (Anexo XIV) 
14 Se adjunta dicha propuesta. (Anexo XV) 
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- Explorar nuevos recursos financieros para la Asamblea, así como, 
respaldar la estabilidad de la carrera profesional de los integrantes de la 
Secretaría de la Asamblea.  

Sin deliberaciones adicionales se levantó la sesión a las 15:00 horas. 

 

 



 

 

 

ANEXO I  



Officers (04/24) SPA 

MIEMBROS DE LA MESA 

CARGOS DE LA ASAMBLEA PARLAMENTARIA DE LA OSCE 

Nombre País Cargo Desde Fin del mandato 

Sra. Pia Kauma Finlandia Presidenta 2023 Final Sesión 2024 

Sr. Roger Wicker Estados Unidos de América Vicepresidente 2021 Final Sesión 2024 

Sr. Reinhold Lopatka Austria Vicepresidente 2021 Final Sesión 2024 

vacante Vicepresidente/a 2021 Final Sesión 2024 

Sra. Irene Charalambides Chipre Vicepresidenta 2017 Final Sesión 2024 

Sr. Mark Pritchard Reino Unido Vicepresidente 2022 Final Sesión 2025 

Sr. Pere Joan Pons Espagña Vicepresidente 2022 Final Sesión 2025 

Sr. Mykyta Poturaiev Ucrania Vicepresidente 2023 Final Sesión 2026 

Sra. Daniela De Ridder Alemania Vicepresidenta 2023 Final Sesión 2026 

Sr. Kyriakos Hadjiyianni Chipre Vicepresidente 2023 Final Sesión 2026 

Sr. Johan Buser Suecia Tesorero 2023 Final Sesión 2025 

vacante Presidente/a Emérito 2023 Final Sesión 2024 

CARGOS DE LAS COMISIONES GENERALES 

I. COMISIÓN GENERAL DE ASUNTOS POLÍTICOS Y SEGURIDAD

Sr. Richard Hudson Estados Unidos de América Presidente 

Sr. Costel Neculai Dunava Rumanía Vicepresidente 

Sr. Tobias Winkler Alemania Ponente 

II. COMISIÓN GENERAL DE ASUNTOS ECONÓMICOS, CIENCIA, TECNOLOGÍA Y MEDIO AMBIENTE

Sr. Azay Guliyev Azerbaiyán Presidente 

Sr. Artur Gerasymov Ucrania Vicepresidente 

Sra. Gudrun Kugler Austria Ponente 

III. COMISIÓN GENERAL DE DEMOCRACIA, DERECHOS HUMANOS Y CUESTIONES HUMANITARIAS

Sra. Lucie Potuckova República Checa Presidenta 

Sr. Sargis Khandanyan Armenia Vicepresidente 

Sr. Malik Ben Achour Bélgica Ponente 
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 ANEXO III



DRAFT AGENDA 

Informal Working Seminar of the OSCE PA Bureau  
on the future of the OSCE PA 

Copenhagen, 28 April 2024 15:00-18:00 

1. Review of conclusions of the Informal Working Seminar of the OSCE PA Bureau 
held on 26 January 2024 

2. Discussion on the future of the OSCE PA (continued) 

3. Discussion on future co-operation with OSCE Chairpersonships 

1) Presentation on the planned main priorities for the Finnish Chairpersonship 
o The phases of the conflict cycle 
o Peace mediation 
o Upholding comprehensive security in the OSCE area 
o Secondary cross-cutting themes 

 Youth, Peace and Security 
 Women, Peace and Security 

---------------------------------------- 

FOR REMOTE CONNECTION 

28 April 2024, 15.00 – 18.00 CEST 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82125669709?pwd=GTyx2EJN99qkeOYLB57DJ0Z0Dign9k.1

Meeting ID: 821 2566 9709 
Passcode: 284810

Dial by your location 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kdjthPk725
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DRAFT AGENDA 
 

Meeting of the Bureau  
of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly  

 
Copenhagen, 29 April 2024 

 
1. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
2. Opening remarks by the President of the OSCE PA, Ms. Pia Kauma 
 

2.1.   Proposal on the renewal of the mandate of the Secretary General of the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly (Rule 40,1) 

 
3. Administrative and Financial Questions: 
 

3.1.  Report of the Treasurer of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, Mr. Johan Büser and 
  Presentation of the Draft 2024-2025 OSCE PA Budget (Rule 41,2) 

 
3.2. Administrative update by the Secretary General of the OSCE Parliamentary 

Assembly, Mr. Roberto Montella 
 
4. Presentation of the Draft Reports and Draft Resolutions for the 31st Annual Session by the 

Rapporteurs of the General Committees followed by debates: 
 

4.1. Presentation by the Rapporteur of the General Committee on Political Affairs and 
Security. 

 
 4.2. Presentation by the Rapporteur of the General Committee on 

Economic Affairs, Science, Technology and Environment: Ms. Gudrun Kugler 
 

4.3.       Presentation by the Rapporteur of the General Committee on Democracy, Human   
Rights and Humanitarian Questions: Mr. Malik Ben Achour 

 
5. Information on upcoming statutory meetings of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in 2024: 
 

1) Thirty-first Annual Session on 29 June – 03 July in Bucharest 
 

2) Autumn Meeting on October 02 – 04 October in Dublin 
 

3) Bureau Meeting on 04 December TBC in Valletta (OSCE MC on 05 – 06 December 
TBC) 

 
Other future meetings of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in 2025 and beyond 
 

6. Open discussion on OSCE PA activities and priorities  
 
7. Other Business 
 
 
 
 

*** 
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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Nicosia, 11 April 2024 

 

Dear Pia,  

 

I was informed about the intention of Secretary General Montella to run for a second renewal of 

his term-in-office in the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. 

Since I entered the OSCE PA, I have strived to raise certain topics on its agenda – above all the 

fight against corruption in the OSCE region and the quest for stronger transparency and 

accountability in politics. The post of the Special Representative was not established at that time 

and Roberto had supported the idea of creating such a portfolio.  I was the first OSCE Special 

Representative on fighting corruption, a mandate that was reconfirmed by all subsequent 

Presidents and that is now an important component of the Assembly’s work.  

Taking into consideration that the OSCE PA is today a respected stakeholder on the multilateral 

stage in these areas of work, establishing significant partnerships with, inter alia, GRECO, the 

World Bank, the United Nations and receiving invitations and speaking roles for numerous 

international conferences and events and providing a clear parliamentary added value, I have to 

express my gratitude to Roberto Montella. He and his team in the International Secretariat have 

been of critical importance. 

Roberto has always been at the service of the political leadership of the organization, flexible and 

versatile. I recognize his intention for finding compromises and for promoting new initiatives. I 

therefore wish to recommend we renew Roberto’s mandate for another term, confident he will 

continue to do an excellent job.   

In any case, I think it is standard procedure that the Rule providing that “The Standing Committee 

will set his or her duties, remuneration and conditions of employment consistent with the annual 

budget” will be discussed at the coming Bureau meeting and subsequently at the Standing 

Committee as foreseen, especially in view of the budget restrains that the OSCE PA is currently 

facing.  

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.cy/
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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

At the same time, allow me to seize this opportunity to express my view that in the coming Bureau 

meeting we should discuss how our Assembly will be able to focus on the multitude of challenges 

that the OSCE region faces. It is generally accepted that during the past few Sessions, we 

dedicate a great deal of time to discussing the impact of the Russian invasion in Ukraine. Although 

I too share the view that the war in Ukraine is an issue of blatant violation of the Helsinki principles 

and must be given due attention, I also believe that Mediterranean affairs need also to be more 

thoroughly discussed, especially in view of the ongoing war in the Middle East and the incessant 

migratory and refugee flows. In this regard, I wanted to bring to your attention that a sharp spike in 

flows migrants and refugees from neighbouring countries is being recorded the last weeks, which 

has significant security, economic as well as human rights aspects. I would also like to reiterate in 

this context, a proposition I have already made, to organize a high-level visit to OSCE PA Partners 

which are key countries in the region and especially Egypt.  Furthermore, in the next few days, we 

intend to send a letter to all heads of delegations of Mediterranean countries, informing them of 

our aim to form an unofficial group within the OSCE PA, in order to promote our special regional 

interests and enhance the efforts of the Special Representative on Mediterranean Affairs. 

Additionally, I believe that the coming Bureau meeting must discuss our current budget restraints, 

as well as, and perhaps more significantly, a broader plan on how any increases in our 

contributions would be utilized, since transparency is of utmost importance in this regard. 

Looking forward to meeting you soon, dear Pia, please accept the assurances of my highest 

consideration and esteem.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Irene Charalambides 

Vice-President of the OSCE PA 

Head of the Cyprus delegation to the OSCE PA 

 

 

http://www.parliament.cy/
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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Nicosia, 11 April 2024 

 

Dear Pia,  

 

I was informed about the intention of Secretary General Montella to run for a second renewal of 

his term-in-office in the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. 

Since I entered the OSCE PA, I have strived to raise certain topics on its agenda – above all the 

fight against corruption in the OSCE region and the quest for stronger transparency and 

accountability in politics. The post of the Special Representative was not established at that time 

and Roberto had supported the idea of creating such a portfolio.  I was the first OSCE Special 

Representative on fighting corruption, a mandate that was reconfirmed by all subsequent 

Presidents and that is now an important component of the Assembly’s work.  

Taking into consideration that the OSCE PA is today a respected stakeholder on the multilateral 

stage in these areas of work, establishing significant partnerships with, inter alia, GRECO, the 

World Bank, the United Nations and receiving invitations and speaking roles for numerous 

international conferences and events and providing a clear parliamentary added value, I have to 

express my gratitude to Roberto Montella. He and his team in the International Secretariat have 

been of critical importance. 

Roberto has always been at the service of the political leadership of the organization, flexible and 

versatile. I recognize his intention for finding compromises and for promoting new initiatives. I 

therefore wish to recommend we renew Roberto’s mandate for another term, confident he will 

continue to do an excellent job.   

In any case, I think it is standard procedure that the Rule providing that “The Standing Committee 

will set his or her duties, remuneration and conditions of employment consistent with the annual 

budget” will be discussed at the coming Bureau meeting and subsequently at the Standing 

Committee as foreseen, especially in view of the budget restrains that the OSCE PA is currently 

facing.  

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.cy/


                                                                                                                    

1402 Nicosia, Cyprus - Tel.: +357-22407304 - Fax: +357-22668611 -  Email: international-relations@parliament.cy www.parliament.cy  

 

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

At the same time, allow me to seize this opportunity to express my view that in the coming Bureau 

meeting we should discuss how our Assembly will be able to focus on the multitude of challenges 

that the OSCE region faces. It is generally accepted that during the past few Sessions, we 

dedicate a great deal of time to discussing the impact of the Russian invasion in Ukraine. Although 

I too share the view that the war in Ukraine is an issue of blatant violation of the Helsinki principles 

and must be given due attention, I also believe that Mediterranean affairs need also to be more 

thoroughly discussed, especially in view of the ongoing war in the Middle East and the incessant 

migratory and refugee flows. In this regard, I wanted to bring to your attention that a sharp spike in 

flows migrants and refugees from neighbouring countries is being recorded the last weeks, which 

has significant security, economic as well as human rights aspects. I would also like to reiterate in 

this context, a proposition I have already made, to organize a high-level visit to OSCE PA Partners 

which are key countries in the region and especially Egypt.  Furthermore, in the next few days, we 

intend to send a letter to all heads of delegations of Mediterranean countries, informing them of 

our aim to form an unofficial group within the OSCE PA, in order to promote our special regional 

interests and enhance the efforts of the Special Representative on Mediterranean Affairs. 

Additionally, I believe that the coming Bureau meeting must discuss our current budget restraints, 

as well as, and perhaps more significantly, a broader plan on how any increases in our 

contributions would be utilized, since transparency is of utmost importance in this regard. 

Looking forward to meeting you soon, dear Pia, please accept the assurances of my highest 

consideration and esteem.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Irene Charalambides 

Vice-President of the OSCE PA 

Head of the Cyprus delegation to the OSCE PA 

 

 

http://www.parliament.cy/








































 
Delegation of the Portuguese Parliament to the  

Parliamentary Assembly of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe  

 

Assembleia da República 
Palácio de S. Bento 

1249-068 Lisboa - Portugal 

 
 
 

Ms. Pia Kauma 
President of the OSCE PA 
Helsinki, Finland 

 
 
Lisbon, 17 April 2024 
 
 
Dear Madam President, 
 
 
We would like to thank you for the letter of 11 March in which you inform us about Roberto 
Montella’s availability and willingness to be considered for a second renewal of his mandate as 
Secretary-General of the OSCE PA. 
 
During his two mandates Roberto, together with the team in the International Secretariat, has 
always shown a great commitment, team spirit and political understanding, particularly in a 
multilateral environment, which are qualities of utmost importance to the promotion of the OSCE 
principles and values. 
 
The OSCE PA is currently facing several important challenges concerning the definition of its goals 
and tasks. Consequently, we believe that it is of the utmost importance for the current phase of 
the Organisations’ evolution to ensure that we have an experienced and responsible Secretary-
General in the Parliamentary Assembly. 
 
We are therefore convinced that Roberto Montella's vast professional experience guarantees the 
best possible qualifications to fulfil the post of Secretary-General of our Parliamentary Assembly, 
and accordingly ask you to convey the support of the Portuguese delegation to him. 
 
 

Sincerely Yours, 
 

 
Paula Cardoso Luís Graça 

 
 

Head of Delegation Deputy Head of Delegation 
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Tordenskjoldsgade 1, 1055 Copenhagen K., Denmark 
Phone: +45 33 37 80 40   -   Fax: +45 33 37 80 30   -   osce@oscepa.dk    -   www.oscepa.org 

To: Members of the OSCE PA Bureau 

Copenhagen, 15 April 2024 

Dear Members of the OSCE PA Bureau, 

dear colleagues, 

We would like to thank you all for the letters of support you have sent in relation to the 

renewal of Roberto Montella mandate as OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Secretary 

General. 

We would also like to give you an update on the process which was triggered by the 

President's public announcement on 11 March and followed by an external publicity 

allowing for expressions of interest in line with Art 40 of the OSCEPA Rules of Procedures. 

At the closing of the period of five weeks no other expression of interest has been 

presented apart from the registered availability of the incumbent Secretary General. 

We are  happy to announce that since the initial letter from the President we have 

received to this date (some are still sending their letters) written expressions of 

support for the renewal of Roberto's mandate from all the Vice Presidents and all 

the Committee Officers thus accounting for the majority of Bureau members and a 

significant additional number of letters of support from members of the Standing 

Committee (attached a compilation of the letters received as of Sunday 14 April from 

Bureau Members, Heads of Delegations, other Members and former leaders of the OSCE PA). 



 
 

 
 
 
 

_________________ 
 

Tordenskjoldsgade 1, 1055 Copenhagen K., Denmark 
Phone: +45 33 37 80 40   -   Fax: +45 33 37 80 30   -   osce@oscepa.dk    -   www.oscepa.org 

 

Considering that not all Bureau members will be able to attend in person the 29 

April meeting in Copenhagen, in consultation with Senator Pascal Allizard, Chair of the 

Rules Committee, in order to show unity of our Bureau, and following past practices, we 

advice the Bureau to make a unanimous decision by silence procedure expiring on 21 

April to forward Roberto's mandate renewal to the Standing Committee that will be held 

in Bucharest on 29 June for a final determination. In absence of a sufficient objection from 

Members of the Bureau by 21 April we will consider this suggestion as adopted and 

forwarded to the Standing Committee. 

 

We would like to thank you all for your expressions of support for Roberto's work which, 

as he has underlined to us, is a demonstration of support not only for him individually 

but also a recognition of the good work that the International Secretariat team continues 

to provide to members of parliament. 

 

We look forward to seeing you soon at our next meetings, 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

                     Pia Kauma                                                                                    Pascal Allizard 

                                                                                                                                                                              
President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly                          Chair of the Sub-Committee 

on Rules of Procedure 
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REPORT FOR THE GENERAL COMMITTEE ON 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND SECURITY 

 

Rapporteur: Mr. Tobias Winkler (Germany) 

 

 

Russian War of Aggression against Ukraine 

 
The war of aggression waged by the Russian Federation against Ukraine, now 
entering its third harrowing year, continues to unfold a cycle of relentless 
bloodshed and widespread destruction. Following the 2014 illegal annexation of 
Crimea, the Russian Federation demonstrated its disregard for international 
norms and sovereignty, setting a dangerous precedent for state behavior as well 
as openly violating the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership signed 
in 1997. The unprovoked and illegal military invasion of Ukraine started by the 
Russian Federation with assistance from Belarus on February 24, 2022 further 
exemplifies this disregard. This act of aggression is a blatant violation of Ukraine's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity and aims to destabilize its legitimate and 
democratic government. It also attacks our international rules-based order and 
challenges the multilateralism that has been in place since the end of World War 
II. The international community is faced with one of its most crucial moments in the 
past decades and must confront this crisis with unwavering attention, ensuring 
that such violations of international norms are neither normalized nor overlooked.  
 
In recent years, the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and its General Committee on 
Political Affairs and Security has, on many occasions, emphasized its strong 
support for Ukraine's sovereignty and underscored the significance of President 
Zelenskiy’s comprehensive 10-point peace plan as a foundation for negotiations. 
This plan is not merely a call for the cessation of hostilities but a comprehensive 
framework aiming for the full restoration of Ukraine's territorial integrity, including 
the return of Crimea, and the establishment of mechanisms for ensuring lasting 
peace and security in the region. Given Russia's history of flouting international 
agreements, a durable peace requires not only the cessation of military aggression 
but also a commitment to holding the Russian Federation accountable for 
violations of international law. Mechanisms for accountability and reassurance 
must be vigorously pursued to deter future acts of aggression and ensure that 
perpetrators of this conflict are brought to justice. International monitoring 
mechanisms, including the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Monitoring Mission 
in Ukraine and the UN Commission of Inquiry in Ukraine, which issued its latest 
report on 15th March 2024, as well as the reports of the ODIHR and the OSCE 
Moscow Mechanism mission of experts should be a starting point for calling the 
Russian Federation into account for war crimes.  
 
The conflict's toll on human lives and the damage to civilian infrastructure in 
Ukraine is catastrophic, with civilians, refugees, and military personnel suffering 
immense hardships and losses. The deliberate and relentless targeting of civilian 
infrastructure, such as hospitals, schools, residential areas, energy providers, and 
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public transport has led to widespread devastation, necessitating an urgent and 
robust international response. Russia’s intensified missile attacks against critical 
civilian infrastructure of Ukraine on March 21, 2024, targeting among others 
Dnypro Hydropower Plant and Zaporizhzhya Nuclear Power Plant, resulted in 
damage, destruction, and degradation of internet, water, and heat supplies in 
multiple regions. Such brutal attacks aiming solely at causing death, destruction, 
and a migration crisis, must cease immediately.  
 
Special attention is required for the plight of women and children, who face not 
only the immediate dangers of conflict but also long-term psychological and social 
repercussions. The international community must mobilize comprehensive 
support systems, including psychological aid, medical care, and social 
reintegration programs to address these deep-seated impacts. Documenting and 
denouncing war crimes is critical in this context, ensuring that such atrocities are 
not only recognized but also acted upon by international judicial bodies. 
 
The Russian war of aggression in Ukraine constitutes a gross and undeniable 
violation of Russia’s commitments, both under international law and as a member 
of the OSCE. Russia has violated Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter, which 
prohibits the use of force and calls on all members to respect the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, and political independence of other states. Russia has violated 
its obligations and commitments under the Helsinki Final Act of 1975. It has 
disregarded its obligations under, as well as in the spirit of, the Charter of Paris for 
a New Europe of 1990 and violated the security assurances it provided under the 
Budapest Memorandum of 1994 and the Astana Summit of 2010. These violations 
not only undermine the principles of state sovereignty and territorial integrity, but 
also threaten the very foundation of international peace and co-operation. It is 
imperative for the international community and the OSCE to hold the Russian 
Federation accountable for these transgressions and to reinforce the rule of law 
at the international level. 
 
The enduring deadlock of the conflict poses a significant risk of engendering "war 
fatigue", which could erode international support and resources crucial for 
Ukraine's defense and recovery. To counteract this, the OSCE and its participating 
States must sustain and enhance their support for Ukraine and demonstrate 
unwavering solidarity and commitment to upholding international norms. The 
OSCE’s Support Programme for Ukraine exemplifies the Organization's active 
engagement in providing tangible assistance on the ground. It is essential that all 
OSCE participating States bolster this initiative with increased funding and 
support, to underscore their collective resolve to address the crisis and support 
Ukraine in its pursuit of peace and sovereignty. At the same time, in order to 
streamline parliamentary efforts in this field, the OSCE PA established the 
Parliamentary Support Team for Ukraine (PSTU). Its first visit to Kyiv in February 
demonstrated the Assembly’s unwavering support for Ukraine and advocated for 
accountability regarding the devastation inflicted by the Russian Federation’s 
aggression. It also served as an opportunity to discuss concrete actions and 
initiatives, including repatriation of abducted children and support for the three 
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former local staff members of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine 
illegally detained by the Russian Federation. The General Committee on Political 
Affairs and Security should continue working closely with PSTU and OSCE 
executive bodies, as well as with the delegation of Ukraine to the OSCE PA to 
reinforce the country’s resilience and capacity to recover in line with their needs.  
 
Conflict in the Middle East 

 
Peace and security in the Mediterranean region, which is closely linked to security 
in the OSCE area, is another essential domain. The horrific terrorist attacks 
perpetrated by militant and terrorist groups led by Hamas in Israel on 7 October 
2023 represent actions that cannot be justified and must be unequivocally 
condemned. The brutal massacre of Israeli civilians and the ongoing hostage crisis 
gives Israel every right to defend itself. It is absolutely crucial to minimize the 
number of civilian casualties, especially as terrorist structures are located in 
schools, hospitals and other civilian infrastructures, which is a war crime. The 
massive airstrike by the Iranian mullah regime on the night of 14 April 2024 
demands our support for the sovereignty of the State of Israel to ensure the 
security of all people throughout the Middle East.  
 
At the same time, the current situation in Gaza remains of deep concern. A swift 
end to hostilities and the prevention of all civilian casualties in Gaza, the West 
Bank, Israel, and Lebanon needs to be a priority. A ruling of the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) of 26 January 2024 offers the first concrete hope to protect 
civilians and provides an important starting point for a dialogue with an 
international entity regarding the situation in Gaza, a dialogue that can save lives 
and have lasting consequences for peace with respect to international law. We 
also welcome the UN Security Council Resolution 2728 of 25 March 2024, which 
demands an immediate ceasefire, the immediate and unconditional release of 
hostages, and the urgent need to expand the flow of aid into Gaza. 
 

Rising Global Tensions and Challenges  

 
Moldova and Transdniestria 
 
The OSCE is currently navigating through a period marked by significant increases 
in tensions and conflicts. The spillover effects from Russia’s war of aggression in 
Ukraine have affected Moldova in particular. Whether through Russian drone and 
missile strikes crossing Moldovan airspace or the displacement of Ukrainian 
refugees into and through its territory, Russia’s war of aggression threatens the 
security and stability of Moldova. The OSCE PA commends Moldova’s stance of 
solidarity with Ukraine and welcomes the decision to open accession negotiations 
by the European Council in December of 2023. OSCE commitments and the EU 
accession process are complimentary to each other and help to build strong and 
resilient democratic institutions and promote European peace and stability.  
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Our Assembly remains committed to reaching a comprehensive, peaceful, and 
lasting political settlement of the Transdniestrian conflict in all its aspects. The 
OSCE PA stands in support of strengthening the independence, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity of the Republic of Moldova within its internationally recognized 
borders with a special status for Transdniestria. Since Russia’s war of aggression 
in Ukraine has put the 5+2 talks on hold, the OSCE and its Mission to Moldova 
should play an important role in the continuation of negotiations and dialogue in 
the 1+1 format. In times of challenge, the work of the OSCE Mission to Moldova is 
more important than ever, and it should be able to continue, professionally and 
impartially, to carry out its monitoring activities and implement projects to promote 
confidence between people on both banks and strengthen policies and 
procedures in accordance with international standards. Moreover, OSCE 
participating States should put all political efforts into reaching a decision for 
returning to a traditional one-year mandate for the Mission, which was recently 
blocked by the Russian Federation, extending it to only a half-year period, which 
is in contradiction to established practice. At the same time, high inflation in 
Moldova affects the daily work of the Mission. Current salary scales in the OSCE 
Mission to Moldova do not meet the remuneration standards in Moldova.  The 
Mission has been understaffed since 2022 and struggles to retain and recruit staff 
members. It is important to ensure proper financing of the Mission activities and 
the provision of fair remuneration for the professionals working there.  
 
South Caucasus  
 
In the South Caucasus the past year has demonstrated the need for the 
Organization to strengthen and reinvent its constructive engagement in the region, 
as the Organization has the potential to support peace processes and ensure 
sustainable peace and stability in a region that has long suffered under the impact 
of protracted conflicts. Following the fighting in the Karabakh region in September 
of last year, which has claimed numerous lives, virtually the entire Karabakh 
Armenian population has fled the region.  The border area between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan has also continued to see fighting and clashes over the past year, while 
the border delimitation process between both states is yet to be concluded.  
 
The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly should play a constructive role, explicitly 
discouraging the use of violence and any intentional obstruction to undermine and 
delay political negotiations conducted in good faith. Concluding a comprehensive 
and sustainable peace treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan, as a foundation 
for long-lasting peace and security, remains imperative for both countries and the 
entire South Caucasus region. Other participating States and members of the 
Assembly should collaborate constructively and in good faith to support both 
countries in overcoming any remaining obstacles to the ongoing peace process.  
 
The ongoing Russian occupation of Georgia’s Abkhazia and Tskhinvali 
Region/South Ossetia continues to contribute to a deteriorating level of regional 
security. No significant progress has been made in resolving this conflict, and in 
light of this lack of progress, the Organization needs to maintain its existing tools 
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and formats, in particular the Geneva International Discussions and the IPRM, in 
addressing and mitigating the negative effects of the ongoing occupation.  
 
Overall, the Assembly should remain active in including the South Caucasus region 
in its thematic work and ensure that these security concerns and regional issues 
remain high on its agenda. Special Representative Kari Henriksen should remain 
closely engaged with our Delegations and partners within the region.  
 
Resilience to Cyber Threats  
 
Cyber threats continue to undermine stability and democracy in the OSCE area. 
Hybrid warfare, cyber criminality, and disinformation campaigns destabilize 
legitimate democracies, fund terrorist and criminal groups, and undermine the rule 
of law. Ensuring the safety and security of critical infrastructures as well as the 
realms of cyberspace is absolutely essential. The impact and hybridity of cyber 
threats on warfare also constitutes a cause for concern insofar as the spillover 
effects on civilian populations are concerned.  
 
Technology has become a central means of geopolitical competition: states are 
de-risking and weaponizing semiconductor supply chains, promoting conflicting 
visions of global tech governance, and competing for dominance in AI technology. 
This increased tech competition comes with prosperity losses and new security 
threats. Diminished international co-operation leads to less efficient tech supply 
chains and a lack of global regulation to address technology risks. 
 
Emerging technologies constitute a common challenge that must be harnessed 
and shaped according to our values and for the common good.  As the 
digitalization of society increases, so does its exposure to emerging technologies, 
cyber threats, and disinformation. This reality should inform participating States’ 
efforts in combating cyber threats and shaping emerging technologies, as well as 
any regulations that could govern the latter. 
 
Building upon the OSCE’s commitment to bolster cyber resilience within its 
participating States, it is imperative to recognize the increasingly sophisticated 
cyber threats that jeopardize not only national security but also the democratic 
processes and economic stability of nations. Therefore, enhancing the cyber 
resilience framework requires a multifaceted approach, encompassing the 
strengthening of cyber defenses, promoting cyber awareness, and fostering 
international co-operation in cyber incident response and threat intelligence 
sharing. 
 
Gender-Based Violence 
 
Gender-based violence permeates all conflicts, where women and children are the 
most vulnerable to the hardships of war. Women and children have been 
disproportionally affected and displaced by the Russian war of aggression on 
Ukraine. The restrictions imposed on the women and girls of Afghanistan and Iran 
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are of particular concern to the OSCE PA, as they deprive them of all forms of 
freedom and opportunity to participate in public and political life. Forms of sexual 
and gender-based violence perpetrated by terrorist groups, including abductions, 
human trafficking, rape, forced marriage, enslavement, and all other forms of 
violence suffered by women and children continue to be of deep concern to the 
OSCE PA, especially as women and children are most vulnerable upon migration. 
 
Escalating Polarization and Declining Trust in Multilateral Institutions 

 
Security challenges in the OSCE area also are characterized by political and 
military polarization, a resurgence of nationalism, eroding trust in multilateral 
institutions, and a notable trend of non-compliance with international 
commitments, that not only jeopardizes regional stability and security but also 
threatens the core principles of co-operation and dialogue that define the OSCE. 
Recent years have seen a pronounced rise in nationalism and polarization among 
OSCE participating States, which is contributing to a fragmented international 
landscape. This trend is manifested through increasingly aggressive foreign 
policies, militarization of disputes, and a rhetoric that emphasizes division over 
unity. Such dynamics pose a direct challenge to the OSCE's foundational mission 
of promoting mutual respect, understanding, and co-operation among its 
participating States. 
 
Trust and confidence in multilateral institutions have seen a marked decline across 
the OSCE region. This trend can be attributed to perceived inefficiencies and a 
lack of transparency, coupled with these institutions' struggles to address and 
resolve current challenges effectively. The diminishing faith in these platforms for 
dialogue and conflict resolution exacerbates the prevailing tensions, undermining 
their role as effective mechanisms for international co-operation. 
 
Institutional Challenges of the OSCE  

 
The situation can also be observed in the OSCE itself that is facing significant 
institutional challenges. Key mandates of OSCE Executive Heads of Institutions 
are set to expire in September. Last year the process of appointment has been 
notably hindered by the Russian Federation's obstruction of consensus on these 
appointments, undermining the functionality and leadership stability within the 
OSCE. The Organization requires the appointment of candidates with substantial 
political stature, ensuring the Organization's leadership remains steadfast and 
capable of navigating the complex political landscape. Those participating States 
that may seek to block consensus in the hopes that this will silence criticism of 
their human rights record and disregard for international law should take heed, 
however: the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, working together with experts in 
OSCE institutions, is fully able to remain outspoken on important developments in 
all countries of the OSCE. If consensus is not reached on the appointments of the 
Director of ODIHR, the High Commissioner on National Minorities, and the 
Representative on Freedom of the Media, the OSCE PA President should 
immediately designate senior Assembly Members to serve as pivotal points in 
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these fields to ensure that the OSCE family remains vocal in these fields. In such 
a case, the OSCE PA Secretary General should be requested to establish working-
level contacts with experts in these OSCE institutions to strengthen the work of 
the OSCE PA focal points. Furthermore, the OSCE's Field Missions are pivotal to 
its operational success, serving as the immediate mechanisms in promoting 
security, cooperation, and peace across the region. It is essential that these 
missions receive unwavering political and financial support to enable them to 
execute their activities effectively and reaffirm the collective commitment of 
OSCE participating States to the Organization's fundamental principles and 
objectives. 
 
Equally critical is the adoption of the Unified Budget, which the OSCE has not 
managed to agree on since 2021. Speaking at the OSCE Ministerial Council in 
Skopje last year, OSCE Secretary General Schmid highlighted that such a 
situation is “truly unsustainable”. At the same time, the lack of an approved budget 
and the impact of insufficient resources based on more than a decade of zero 
nominal growth policy constrains the Organization's capacity to respond 
dynamically to emerging challenges and inhibits the expansion of its crucial 
activities. A reversal of this policy and the full funding of the OSCE at an 
appropriate level are essential measures to safeguard the Organization's ability to 
uphold its commitments and address the myriad security challenges facing the 
region. The adequate resourcing of the OSCE not only facilitates the continuation 
of its existing programs but also allows for the development of new initiatives in 
response to the evolving security environment. Parliamentarians are crucial in the 
effort to rebuild trust in the OSCE and in the broader principle of multilateralism 
as they have the capacity to spearhead initiatives that highlight the importance of 
multilateral co-operation and the unique role the OSCE plays in fostering dialogue, 
peace, and security across its participating States. 
 
Another particularly alarming issue is the widespread non-compliance with OSCE 
commitments and other international obligations, especially in the political-military 
sphere. Central to these commitments are the principles outlined in key OSCE 
documents, such as the Vienna Document on Confidence- and Security-Building 
Measures, the Code of Conduct on Politico-Military Aspects of Security, and the 
Istanbul Document, among others. These agreements are instrumental in fostering 
transparency, predictability, and co-operation across the OSCE area, aiming to 
reduce the risk of conflict and enhance mutual understanding among participating 
States. Violations of arms control agreements, reluctance to engage in 
confidence- and security-building measures, and disregard for the principles of 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, clearly demonstrated by the Russian war of 
aggression in Ukraine, are illustrative of this trend. Accountability for non-
compliance plays a crucial role in maintaining the integrity of the OSCE's security 
framework, and parliamentarians hold a unique and powerful position in promoting 
compliance with international commitments. As legislators, OSCE PA members 
should advocate for the ratification and implementation of OSCE agreements 
within national legal frameworks, ensuring that commitments made on the 
international stage are reflected in domestic policy. By leveraging legislative, 
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oversight, and advocacy roles, parliamentarians can foster a culture of compliance 
and accountability within and among OSCE participating States. 
 
Conclusion 

 
Since Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine began, the co-operative and 
democratic European security order that had been in place since the end of the 
Cold War has been compromised. It is the future of a democratic and free Europe 
that is at stake in Ukraine. It is the multilateralism that is at the heart of the OSCE 
and its vision that are under attack. A renewed commitment towards a multilateral 
rules-based international order must be made, and multipolar division must be 
cautioned against and rejected. In an increasingly conflict-ridden world, the 
significance of Ukraine’s brave fight for freedom and peace needs to remain the 
key priority, which cannot be forgotten or minimized.  
 
Today’s ongoing conflicts, especially those in Ukraine and the Middle East, but also 
elsewhere on the planet, have put the cohesion and legitimacy of the rules and 
norms-based international order and the institutions that underpin it under strain. 
The rising tensions in the South Caucasus, Moldova, Transdniestria, and Gagauzia, 
as well as in cyber space, also require our uninterrupted attention. The OSCE PA 
stands in staunch support of its institutions, an international rules-based order, and 
of international law. Freedom, peace, and value-based democracies are ideals that 
must be protected and fought for. Whether it is an ambition or a cherished reality, 
they cannot be taken for granted.  
 
The OSCE PA continues to uphold multilateralism as the community of states’ best 
chance of achieving lasting peace and security, and addressing the common 
challenges our world faces. The OSCE PA therefore remains firmly convinced that 
dialogue is key to addressing these challenges. 
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DRAFT RESOLUITON OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE ON 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND SECURITY 

 

Rapporteur: Mr. Tobias Winkler (Germany) 

 
 

1. Strenuously reiterating firm condemnation of the full-scale military invasion 
and war of aggression against Ukraine waged by the Russian Federation, with 
the shameful facilitation of Belarus, which took place following the ongoing 
Russian aggression against Ukraine that has, since 2014, violated Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrity within its internationally 
recognized borders and territorial waters, 

 
2. Recalling that the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine demonstrates 

a gross and unprovoked violation of our international rules-based order, all 
basic principles of international law and international commitments under the 
Charter of the United Nations (UN) and the Helsinki Final Act, as well as a  
flagrant violation of, inter alia, the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, and 
expressing steadfast support for Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity, as well as its inherent right to defend itself from any 
external aggression, in line with Article 51 of the Charter of the United 
Nations, 

 
3. Consternated by the severe and widespread breaches of international 

humanitarian and human rights laws, as well as war crimes and crimes against 
humanity perpetrated by Russian forces in Ukraine, 

 
4. Condemning in the strongest possible term the relentless and intentional 

targeting of civilians, torturing, raping, and killing innumerous people, 
including children, women, and the elderly, as well as the forceful abduction 
and deportation of children to the Russian Federation, 

 
5. Condemning in the strongest possible terms the deliberate targeting of 

civilian infrastructure, including heating and electricity networks, schools, 
hospitals, residential areas, and places of worship, which has led to 
widespread devastation, necessitating an urgent and robust international 
response, 

 
6. Seriously concerned with the increasing numbers of displaced persons and 

refugees requiring humanitarian aid, 
 

7. Concerned about the health of women and children in conflict zones, 
suffering not only the immediate threat of violence but also from long-term 
psychological and social consequences, 
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8. Recalling that conflicts exacerbate gender-based violence, with women and 
children being the most vulnerable to the hardships of war and war-induced 
migration, especially during the Russian war of aggression on Ukraine, 

 
9. Welcoming the OSCE Moscow Mechanism reports “On Violations of 

International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law, War Crimes and Crimes 
Against Humanity Committed in Ukraine since 24 February 2022” (April 
2022); “On Violations of International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law, 
War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity, Committed In Ukraine from 1 April-
25 June 2022” (July 2022); and “On Violations And Abuses Of International 
Humanitarian And Human Rights Law, War Crimes And Crimes Against 
Humanity, Related To The Forcible Transfer And/Or Deportation of Ukrainian 
Children to the Russian Federation” (April 2023), which provide strong 
evidence of the extensive atrocities carried out by the Russian Federation 
and its military forces in the ongoing war of aggression against Ukraine, 

 
10. Underscoring the necessity of documenting and registering war crimes 

committed by the Russian Federation in Ukraine, and welcoming all 
international efforts, including those of the International Criminal Court, to 
conduct a comprehensive investigation to prosecute all violations of 
international humanitarian and human rights law, 

 
11. Strongly condemning the Russian Federation’s efforts to recognize the 

illegitimate administrative bodies it has set up within the temporarily occupied 
territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions in Ukraine in February 2022 and 
reiterating the non-recognition of Russia’s illegal attempts to annex the 
temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine, 

 
12. Decisively condemning the Russian Federation’s illegitimate so-called 

presidential elections held in temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine, 
which represent a severe breach of international law and an infringement on 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as all its democratic 
endeavors, marking another effort to assimilate these areas into the Russian 
Federation, 

 
13. Greatly concerned by the Russian Federation’s irresponsible disregard for 

nuclear safety and security obligations, and emphasizing Russia’s complete 
accountability for the worsening conditions at the temporarily occupied 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant,  

 
14. Underscoring the significance of President Zelenskiy’s comprehensive 10-

point peace plan as a foundation for negotiations and a comprehensive 
framework aiming for the full restoration of Ukraine’s territorial integrity, 
including the return of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of 
Sevastopol, and the establishment of mechanisms for ensuring lasting peace 
and security in the region, 
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15. Condemning in the strongest terms the horrific terrorist attacks perpetrated 
by Hamas and other militant groups against civilians in Israel on 7 October 
2023, and all other attacks on Israeli territory that have followed, which 
represent unjustifiable acts of brutality and must be unequivocally 
condemned by the international community, and alarmed by the airstrikes 
conducted by Iran on the night of 14 April 2024, which exacerbate regional 
tensions and undermine efforts towards lasting peace in the Middle East, 

 
16. Commending the rulings of the International Court of Justice dated 26 

January 2024, which provide a foundation for protecting civilians that are 
innocently exposed to the violence of Hamas and initiating a constructive 
dialogue aimed at resolving the conflict in Gaza, and welcoming the adoption 
of UN Security Council Resolution 2728 on 25 March 2024, which calls for 
the unconditional release of Israeli hostages, an immediate ceasefire, and the 
expansion of humanitarian aid flows into Gaza, 

 
17. Recalling that the Republic of Moldova is one of the countries most affected 

by the unprovoked war of aggression waged by the Russian Federation 
against Ukraine, and welcoming Moldova’s solidarity with Ukraine and its 
people, including by accommodating hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian 
citizens who have transited through or sought refuge in the Republic of 
Moldova, 

 
18. Recognizing  the lack of progress in the Transdniestrian settlement process 

in the Republic of Moldova continues to pose a serious threat to security and 
stability in the region, and reaffirming the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s 
commitment towards reaching a comprehensive, peaceful, and lasting 
political settlement with full respect for the sovereignty, independence, and 
territorial integrity of the Republic of Moldova within its internationally 
recognized borders, 

 
19. Recognizing the commitment of Armenia and Azerbaijan to the peace 

process between both countries, and acknowledging the significant steps 
taken, including the exchange of prisoners of war in December 2023, as well 
as the April 2024 agreement by the respective commissions dedicated to 
delimitating state borders, 

 
20. Recalling the ongoing Russian occupation of the Georgian regions of 

Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, which continues to violate 
Georgia's independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity within its 
internationally recognized borders, 

 
21. Expressing concern about the growing risk of geopolitical tensions and 

territorial claims in the Arctic and High North, which could severely affect the 
livelihoods of its inhabitants, the environment, and the regional economy, 
and convinced that the Arctic region should remain a region of low military 
tension,  
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22. Recognizing the growing threat posed by cyber criminality, hybrid warfare 

and disinformation campaigns, and alarmed by the increasing frequency and 
sophistication of cyberattacks on critical infrastructures which threaten to 
disrupt essential services and jeopardize democratic structures and public 
safety, 

 
23. Stressing the need for an enhanced cyber resilience framework within the 

OSCE participating States to protect national security, democratic 
processes, and economic stability from cyber threats and disinformation, 

 
24. Recognizing the necessity of shaping the global governance of technology 

and critical infrastructure in a manner that supports open, stable, and secure 
use of cyberspace, while preventing the militarization and politicization of 
technology supply chains, 

 
25. Reaffirming the core principles of co-operation, dialogue, and mutual respect 

as fundamental to the mission of the OSCE, and expressing deep concern 
about the eroding trust in multilateral institutions and the trend of non-
compliance with international rules and commitments, undermining the 
capacity of the OSCE to address regional security challenges effectively, 

 
26. Noting the importance of timely and orderly appointments of the Heads of 

Institutions, thereby preventing institutional challenges for the OSCE, 
 

27. Alarmed by the sustained inability to adopt a Unified Budget since 2021, and 
recognizing the detrimental impact of the zero nominal growth policy on the 
OSCE’s operational capacity, 

 
28. Acknowledging the crucial role of OSCE Field Operations in promoting 

security and co-operation and the importance of unwavering support for 
these Operations to ensure their effectiveness and sustainability, 

 
29. Emphasizing that Security Sector Governance and Reform is in line with the 

OSCE’s comprehensive approach to security and provides for cross-
dimensional co-operation in all three dimensions, as well as in all phases of 
the conflict cycle, 

 
30. Alarmed by widespread non-compliance with OSCE commitments, 

particularly in the political-military sphere, and the urgent need for enhanced 
accountability and adherence to established international norms and 
agreements, 
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The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly:  
 

31. Unequivocally condemns and firmly opposes the unprovoked, unjustified and 
illegal war of aggression of the Russian Federation and its continued violation 
and breach of international law and OSCE principles; 
 

32. Reiterates its urgent call to the Russian Federation to immediately and 
unconditionally stop its aggression against Ukraine and completely withdraw 
from the territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders of 
1991;  

 

33. Urges the Russian Federation to refrain from any further unlawful threat or 
use of force against Ukraine and all other sovereign states, including those 
with Russian populations or minorities, and demands that Belarus stop its 
support for the Russian war of aggression; 

 
34. Calls for enhanced solidarity and consistent support for Ukraine, and 

emphasizing the need for sustained international aid, including military, 
humanitarian, and financial assistance; 

 
35. Encourages comprehensive international efforts to document, denounce, 

and prosecute war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by the 
Russian Federation during the war in Ukraine, ensuring accountability 
through established international legal frameworks; 

 

36. Urges OSCE participating States to continue to hold the Russian Federation 
accountable for the ongoing severe violations of international law and OSCE 
commitments, and emphasizing the urgency of international collaboration to 
facilitate the de-occupation of Crimea and all other regions of Ukraine 
currently under temporary occupation; 

 

37. Urges the Russian Federation to reverse the illegal occupation of and to 
withdraw its troops from temporarily occupied regions of Ukraine; 

 

38. Reiterates its call on the Russian Federation to immediately and 
unconditionally release all three illegally detained OSCE officials; 

 

39. Calls for the instant release of all Israeli hostages and an immediate and 
sustained ceasefire across the regions affected, including Gaza, the West 
Bank, Israel, and Lebanon, to prevent further loss of life and to facilitate 
peaceful resolutions;  

 

40. Calls for the expansion of international efforts to mediate and resolve 
conflicts in the Mediterranean region by utilizing diplomatic channels and 
international legal frameworks to foster dialogue and reconciliation; 
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41. Encourages both Armenia and Azerbaijan to maintain their ongoing 
engagement in constructive bilateral discussions aimed at concluding a 
comprehensive and sustainable peace agreement based on the recognition 
of each other's territorial integrity, the inviolability of borders, and the 
principle of the non-use of force, to establish good neighbourly relations, 
peace, and security in the South Caucasus region; 

 

42. Welcomes diplomatic efforts by the international community aimed at 
facilitating dialogue, conducted in good faith, as well as other efforts 
dedicated to build confidence and trust between Armenia and Azerbaijan; 

 

43. Reiterates its call for the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Russian 
military forces from the occupied Georgian regions of Abkhazia and 
Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, in line with the European Union-mediated 
ceasefire agreement of 12 August 2008;  

 

44. Stresses the need to continue active engagement, in particular within the 
framework of the Geneva International Discussions, to achieve a peaceful 
resolution of the Russian Federation-Georgia conflict, in full respect of 
Georgia's independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity within its 
internationally recognized borders; 

 

45. Urges OSCE participating States to strengthen their national cyber defenses 
through increased investment in technology, critical infrastructure, human 
resources, and infrastructural resilience and to advocate for the development 
and implementation of comprehensive strategies to combat disinformation, 
hybrid threats, state-sponsored propaganda, and cyber criminality, focusing 
on prevention, response, and recovery mechanisms; 

 

46. Encourages the establishment of a robust international co-operation 
framework within the OSCE for sharing information, best practices in cyber 
incident response, and technological expertise and development of OSCE-
led initiatives aimed at facilitating the exchange of technology and expertise 
among participating States to bolster collective cyber resilience; 

 

47. Calls upon all OSCE participating States to reaffirm their commitment to the 
basic principles of the OSCE, actively engaging in dialogue and co-operation 
to address the prevailing challenges of nationalism and polarization; 

 

48. Calls for stringent adherence to and enforcement of OSCE commitments 
within national legislatures to promote a culture of compliance and 
accountability through parliamentary advocacy, legislative action, and 
oversight; 
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49. Encourages an environment where violations of international agreements are 
met with prompt and effective accountability measures, strengthening the 
integrity of the OSCE’s security framework; 

 

50. Urges OSCE participating States to comply with the Vienna Document and 
other key OSCE commitments on confidence- and security-building 
measures to prevent military escalations and enhance transparency; 

 

51. Calls on OSCE Executive Structures to adopt a cross-dimensional, 
comprehensive, and human rights-based approach to Security Sector 
Governance and Reform support, taking into account regional and national 
sensitivities and engaging all participating States, upon their request, in a 
transparent manner, recognizing the key principles of national ownership and 
accountability; 

 

52. Calls upon OSCE Ministers of Foreign Affairs to personally and directly 
engage in working to find consensus on the appointment of the next OSCE 
Secretary General, the Director of ODIHR, the High Commissioner on 
National Minorities, and the Representative for Freedom of the Media, and 
expresses the support of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly for competent 
candidates, including those with high-level political experience; 

 

53. Expresses its full support for the efforts of the Maltese OSCE Chairmanship 
to achieve rapid consensus on the appointment of senior OSCE officials, as 
well as on identifying post-2025 Chairmanships-in-Office, ensuring stability 
and continuity;  

 

54. Recommends that if the appointment of senior OSCE officials does not occur 
due to obstruction by any participating State, the OSCE PA President should 
designate senior Assembly Members to serve as focal points in these fields 
to ensure that the OSCE family remains vocal on important developments in 
all countries of the OSCE, and calls upon the OSCE PA Secretary General to 
establish working-level relations in the OSCE Institutions to support this 
work. 
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This document seeks to give a brief and basic guide to the procedures of the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly and the practical arrangements in view of the 31st Annual 
Session to be held in Bucharest from 29 June to 3 July 2024.  This document is not 
exhaustive and should be read in conjunction with the Rules of Procedure dated 30 
July 2023.  

 

DOCUMENTS 
 

Please pay special attention to the Rules of Procedure and the document deadlines (page 
10) regarding the submission of Supplementary Items, Amendments, Compromise 
Supplementary Items and Questions of Urgency.   
 
 
General Committees Reports and Draft Resolutions 
 
The Rapporteur of each General Committee will present a report which will form the basis 
of the debate in the General Committee. The text of the report is the responsibility of the 
Rapporteur.  
 
The Rapporteur will also present a draft resolution based on the report. Both documents 
will be translated and circulated as soon as possible, expected to be in early May 2024. 
 
The Draft Resolution, but not the Report, is subject to amendment by Members of the 
Assembly in accordance with the provisions of Rule 22, paragraph 1 of the Rules of 
Procedure.  Amendments should, therefore, relate only to the subjects addressed by the 
Rapporteur in the Draft Resolution. 
 
 
Supplementary Items  
 
Rule 21 of the Rules of Procedure states that the agenda of the Annual Session may be 
supplemented by an item or a motion on any matter within the competence of the OSCE, 
which does not relate directly to subjects proposed by the General Rapporteurs to 
the three General Committees. Proposed supplementary items may therefore only be 
submitted to the Secretariat after the Reports and Draft Resolutions of the Rapporteurs 
are made available in early May but at least 35 days before the opening of the first plenary 
session, on 29 June 2024. 
 
Supplementary Items shall be in the form of a draft resolution with signatures of at least 
twenty Members representing at least four different countries. There can only be one 
Principal Sponsor per Supplementary Item. A Principal Sponsor of a Supplementary Item 
may sign, as a co-sponsor, up to four additional Supplementary Items. 
 
In addition, a Member of the Assembly cannot be a co-sponsor of more than four 
supplementary items.  
 
The Standing Committee may place only fifteen supplementary items on the agenda of 
the Annual Session. The Standing Committee decides by a two-thirds majority of the votes 
cast whether to include a supplementary item on the agenda of the Annual Session. If 
more than fifteen supplementary items receive a two-thirds majority in the Standing 
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Committee, a ballot shall be held to determine which items are placed on the agenda, and 
the fifteen supplementary items receiving the highest number of votes shall be placed on 
the agenda of the Annual Session. The Standing Committee shall then decide by a majority 
of votes cast whether to refer a supplementary item to the competent Committee or to 
submit it to the plenary. 

 
According to Rule 21.3, Supplementary Items which obtain the level of support required 
by Rule 21.1 and have no amendments meeting the requirements of Rule 22.1, but which 
are not placed on the agenda of the Annual Session by the Standing Committee under 
Rule 21.1, are referred directly to the Plenary or competent Committee.  
 

 
Supplementary Items must be received at the International Secretariat in 
Copenhagen not later than Saturday, 25 May 2024 at midnight CEST. 
 

 
Amendments  
 
According to paragraph 1 of Rule 22 of the Rules of Procedure, amendments to the Draft 
Resolutions presented by the General Rapporteurs or to Supplementary Items shall be 
submitted in writing and signed by at least five Members representing at least two 
participating States. A Member of the Assembly may not sign more than four 
Amendments to a draft resolution or to a supplementary item.  
 
Amendments to the Draft Resolutions prepared by the Rapporteurs of the three General 
Committees shall be received at the Secretariat with the required signatures at least 
fourteen days before the opening of the first plenary session (Saturday 15 June 2024). 
Amendments to Supplementary Items shall be received at the Secretariat with the required 
signatures at least seven days before the opening of the first plenary session (Saturday 
22 June 2024).  
 
Each Amendment may only relate to one paragraph. If two or more Amendments relate to 
the same paragraph, they will be voted upon according to the following order: 
 

- Amendments to delete the entire paragraph 

- Amendments to delete part of the paragraph 

- Amendments that modify the paragraph 

- Additional Amendments that insert a new paragraph. 
 
Delegations are particularly requested not to present Amendments which incorporate or 
re-order large sections of the Rapporteur’s original draft resolution. In order to allow proper 
debate, it is necessary that any Amendments be addressed specifically to individual 
paragraphs of the Rapporteur’s text. Amendments should not take the form of alternative 
resolutions. 
 
The forms for submitting amendments to draft resolutions and supplementary items will be 
forwarded to you. 
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Amendments to the three General Committee Draft Resolutions must be received at 
the International Secretariat in Copenhagen not later than Saturday, 15 June 2024 at 
midnight CEST. 
 
Amendments to Supplementary Items must be received at the International 
Secretariat in Copenhagen not later than Saturday, 22 June 2024 at midnight CEST. 

 
Final Document 
 
The draft Final Document to be debated and considered at the Plenary Session on 
Wednesday, 3 July 2024 will be, in principle, a composite of the three resolutions of the 
three General Committees. Supplementary Items adopted in General Committees will also 
be considered by the Plenary Session. In the event of incompatibilities between the texts 
adopted by the General Committees, a Drafting Committee composed of representatives 
of the three General Committees and others appointed by the President will seek to 
reconcile the texts (Rule 39, paragraph 3).  
 
 

Validation of Signatures 
 
Please note that according to Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure, for the purposes of 
validation of signatures, the Standing Committee is expected to approve the list of 
registered participants maintained by the Secretariat. 
 

RULE 24 
 

Validation of Signatures 
 
1. The signatures of Members of the Assembly who signed a supplementary item or 

an amendment in accordance with the Rules of Procedure are valid provided they 
register for the Annual Session; the Secretariat shall maintain a list of registered 
participants subject to approval by the Standing Committee. 
 

2. In the event that a Member of the Assembly who registered for but cannot attend 
the Annual Session due to unavoidable obligations, his or her signatures shall 
remain valid provided that the President of the Assembly and the Secretary 
General are notified in writing by the Head of a Delegation before the Standing 
Committee meeting.     
 

 
 

Working Languages 

The Reports and Draft Resolutions of the three General Committees as well as the 
Supplementary Items that become valid after the deadline of 25 May 2024 will be 
translated into English, French and Russian.  Amendments to the three General 
Committee Draft Resolutions and Supplementary Items will also be translated into English, 
French and Russian.   
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During the Annual Session, all procedural documents will be translated into English and 
French, and the Draft Declaration will be presented in English and French.  Russian 
language translations will not be available in Bucharest.   
 
As is the case in all statutory meetings, there will continue to be six-language simultaneous 
interpretation in Bucharest. 
 
 

Submission of Documents and Signatures 
 

For the submission of documents and signatures (Supplementary Items, Amendments, 
etc.), please use ONLY the following:   
 
Email: bucharestdocs@oscepa.dk 
Fax:   +45 33 37 80 30  
 
 
List of Speakers for General Debates  
 

In advance of general debates held in both Plenary Sessions and General Committees, 
Members wishing to speak should submit their name via email to: tableoffice@oscepa.dk 
not later than one hour before the announced time for the opening of the sitting 
(Rule 27, paragraph 2).  Please note this email address will be open to receive requests 
to be added to various Speakers Lists beginning on Wednesday 26 June 2024. 
 
Considering the time constraints, Members wishing to speak in the General Debate in all 
Plenary Sessions are particularly encouraged to email the Table Office in good time and 
in all cases not later than one hour before the announced time for the opening of the sitting.  
 
The order of speakers and the speaking time will be determined by the Chair, in 
accordance with the Rules of Procedure. 
 
 
Voting and Voting Cards 
 
Under Rule 34, paragraph 1, decisions in the Assembly, Standing Committee, General 
Committees or Bureau can only be taken when a majority of Members are present.  The 
Chair shall determine the presence of a quorum. 
 
Under Rule 32, paragraph 1, the Assembly shall vote by a show of hands except in cases 
where a roll-call vote or secret ballot is required.  
 
Each delegation will receive colour-coded voting cards for the three General Committees 
and for the Plenary Sessions. Further information regarding the distribution of voting cards 
will be sent to you at a later date.   
 

The voting cards for the three General Committees will be distributed according to Rule 
36, paragraphs 2 and 4. The OSCE PA International Secretariat will distribute the voting 
cards divided equally, to the extent possible, among the General Committees. The 
difference between voting cards distributed for each committee shall not exceed one. 
 

mailto:tableoffice@oscepa.dk
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Where the Assembly's accounts show that a participating State has not made its due 
contribution for a period of 9 months, Members of its Delegation shall not be allowed to 
vote until the contribution has been received (Rule 41, paragraph 5). 
 
 
Side Meetings 
 
Proposals to organize side meetings need to be communicated to the International 
Secretariat of the OSCE PA from Monday 6 May 2024 to Monday 3 June 2024.  Please 
send proposals to: room.booking@oscepa.dk 
 
 

 
  

mailto:room.booking@oscepa.dk
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OFFICERS OF THE OSCE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 

MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU 
 
 

 

Name 

 

Country 

 

Position 

 

Term 

Ms. Pia Kauma Finland President To end 2024 Session 

Mr. Roger Wicker U.S.A. Vice-President To end 2024 Session 

Mr. Reinhold Lopatka Austria Vice-President To end 2024 Session 

Vacant  Vice-President To end 2024 Session 

Ms. Irene Charalambides Cyprus Vice-President To end 2025 Session 

Mr. Mark Pritchard United Kingdom Vice-President To end 2025 Session 

Mr. Pere Joan Pons Spain Vice-President To end 2025 Session 

Mr. Mykyta Poturaiev Ukraine Vice-President To end 2026 Session 

Mr. Daniela De Ridder Germany Vice-President To end 2026 Session 

Mr. Kyriakos Hadjiyianni Cyprus Vice-President To end 2026 Session 

Mr. Johan Buser Sweden Treasurer To end 2025 Session 

Vacant  
President 

Emeritus 
To end 2024 Session 

 
OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEES 

I. GENERAL COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND SECURITY 

Mr. Richard Hudson U.S.A. Chair 

Mr. Costel Neculai Dunava Romania Vice-Chair 

Mr. Tobias Winkler Germany Rapporteur 

 
II. GENERAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

Mr. Azay Guliyev Azerbaijan Chair 

Mr. Artur Gerasymov Ukraine Vice-Chair 

Ms. Gudrun Kugler Austria Rapporteur 

III. GENERAL COMMITTEE ON DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN 

QUESTIONS 

Ms. Lucie Potuckova Czech Republic Chair 

Mr. Sargis Khandanyan Armenia Vice-Chair 

Mr. Malik Ben Achour Belgium Rapporteur 
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Calendar of Key Deadlines for Bucharest Annual Session 

 

Date Action Further 
information 

 
25 May 2024 

 
Deadline for registration for Annual Session 

 
General Information 

 
25 May 2024 

Deadline for submission of Supplementary 
Items 

 
Rule 21 

 
3 June 2024 

Deadline for registration of non-parliamentary 
delegations 

 
General Information 

 
3 June 2024 

 
Deadline for booking meeting rooms 

 
General Information 

 
15 June 2024 

Deadline for submission of Amendments to 
General Committee Draft Resolutions 

 
Rule 22 

 
22 June 2024 

Deadline for submission of Amendments to 
Supplementary Items 

 
Rule 22 

 

For the submission of documents and signatures (Supplementary Items, Amendments, 
etc.), please use ONLY the following:   
 
Email: bucharestdocs@oscepa.dk        
Fax:   +45 33 37 80 30   
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1. Oversight of the Electoral Process1 
 
a. The President has appointed Mr. Johan Buser (Sweden), Dr. Hedy Fry (Canada) 

and Mr. Kyriakos Hadjiyianni (Cyprus) to serve as Tellers to oversee the election 
process. This document has been compiled under the supervision of the Tellers. 

b. The Tellers will oversee the preparations for the elections in the weeks leading 
up to the Bucharest Annual Session, as well as the voting procedure on location 
for Officers of the Assembly. The International Secretariat will support them in 
their work. 

c. Separate Tellers will be appointed within each General Committee to oversee 
Committee Officer elections. The International Secretariat will support them in 
their work. 

d. Candidates for elections can monitor the voting procedures, counting and 
tabulation in Bucharest, or appoint representatives to do so. 

e. An updated draft List of Registered Participants will be made available by the 
International Secretariat to all National Delegations some 10 days before the 
opening of the Annual Session. These lists are early drafts and may not fully 
reflect attendance in Bucharest. 

 

2. Candidacies, Campaigning2 
 
a. Candidates for the offices of President and Vice-President must be sponsored in 

writing by twenty-five or more Members of the Assembly.   
i. Official nomination papers will be available upon request from the Table 

Office (tableoffice@oscepa.dk) from 29 June (a sample candidacy paper is 
annexed to this document). 

ii. Completed nomination papers must be handed in hard copy at the Table 
Office in Bucharest, or electronically to tableoffice@oscepa.dk no later 
than 10:00 EEST on Tuesday, 2 July 2024.   

iii. During its meeting on Tuesday, 2 July 2024 at 11:00-11:30, the Bureau is 
expected to verify the candidatures. Following the Bureau meeting, the 
Table Office will issue a list of the candidates for each office. 

b. Candidates for General Committee offices of Chair, Vice-Chair and General 
Rapporteur shall be sponsored in writing. There is no minimum number of 
sponsors and candidates may sponsor themselves. 

i. Official nomination papers will be available upon request from the Table 
Office (tableoffice@oscepa.dk) from 29 June (a sample candidacy paper is 
annexed to this document). 

ii. Unless the General Committee decides otherwise, candidates shall be 
nominated before the opening of the last scheduled meeting of the 
General Committee during the Annual Session. Based on previous 
practice, it is recommended that General Committees decide upon a 
nomination deadline of Monday 1 July at 18:00 EEST (to be confirmed by 
General Committees in Bucharest). Completed nomination papers must 

 
1
 Reference: Rule 32 paragraph 4 

2
 Reference: Rules 4 paragraph 5 and Rule 36 paragraph 5 

mailto:tableoffice@oscepa.dk
mailto:tableoffice@oscepa.dk
mailto:tableoffice@oscepa.dk
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be handed in hard-copy at the Table Office in Bucharest, or electronically 
to tableoffice@oscepa.dk. 

c. Upon request, the International Secretariat will provide email addresses for all 
Secretaries of National Delegations, to facilitate communication among 
parliamentarians, including for campaigning purposes. The International 
Secretariat will not distribute or forward any material deemed as related to 
campaigning for any office. 

i. At the Romanian Palace of Parliament there will be a designated area 
with a table on which Members can place material related to their 
election campaigns within the Assembly. Campaign materials at the 
Palace of Parliament placed in other locations than this designated area 
will be removed. 

 

3. Voting 
 
a. Voting for President and Vice-Presidents3 

i. In considering proposed candidates for the Offices of President and Vice-
President, the Assembly shall take account of the national composition of the 
Assembly.4 

ii. If the number of candidates for a post is the same as or fewer than the 
number of positions to be filled, no ballot will be held for that post and the 
candidate or candidates will be declared elected by acclamation. 

iii. All voting, including early voting, will be overseen by the Tellers appointed by 
the President, and by candidates or their representatives if they so wish.  

iv. Voting will take place on Wednesday, 3 July 2024 between 08:30 and 10:30. 
The elections will be conducted by secret ballot, which will take place in 
“Dimitrie Cantemir Hall”, level P1. Signs and staff will direct delegates to the 
voting area. 

v. Each voting member shall cast their ballot in person. Delegates must show 
their blue Session badges to gain access to the voting room. The 
administration of the elections will be implemented by the International 
Secretariat, under the supervision of the Tellers. 

vi. Ballot papers for each contested election will be provided to delegates in the 
voting room on production of their badges as identification, and in 
accordance with the List of Registered Participants. 

i. Where more members of a delegation are present than the number 
of votes to which that delegation is entitled, only full members of that 
delegation (not alternate members) will be able to vote, unless 
written notification has been received by the President that an 
alternate member will be voting in place of a full member. It is 
requested that such notifications are handed in to the Table Office by 
17:30 EEST on Tuesday, 2 July. Once such notification has been given, 
further written notification is required to change that arrangement. 

vii. Ballot papers will be issued at tables arranged by country to allow speed of 
voting. Ballot papers for each race will be prepared on a single sheet of 

 
3 References: Rule 5, paragraphs 1 to 5; Rule 31 paragraphs 1 to 3; Rule 33 
4
 Reference: Rule 4 paragraph 9 

mailto:tableoffice@oscepa.dk
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paper, in English, French and Russian. Delegates should mark the ballot 
paper/s with ONE CROSS to indicate the candidate/s of their choice and then 
deposit the paper in the appropriate ballot box. 

viii. Voting will end at 10:30. 
 

ix. Election of the President 
i. The President shall be elected by secret ballot and each Member 

entitled to vote may cast one vote. 
ii. If no candidate has obtained an absolute majority of the votes cast, a 

second ballot shall be held between the two candidates who obtained 
the most votes in the first ballot. The candidate who, on the second 
ballot, obtains the most votes shall be elected. 

iii. If a second ballot is needed, it would take place as soon as possible 
after the announcement of results of the first ballot. For technical 
preparations, a delay of some 15 minutes may be needed to prepare 
for the second round and will be announced; voting for a second 
round will be open for at least 30 minutes. 

iv. Ms. Pia KAUMA (Finland) was elected President in Vancouver in 2023 
for a one-year term. Ms. Kauma is eligible for re-election as President. 
 

x. Election of Vice-Presidents 
i. Each Member entitled to vote may cast as many votes as there are 

positions to be filled. The three candidates who obtain the most votes 
shall be elected for three years. If there are unexpired terms to be 
filled the candidates receiving the next highest number of votes shall 
be elected. 

ii. At the time of preparing these guidelines, it is expected this year 
there will be elections for three Vice-Presidents. If a Vice-President is 
elected to another Assembly Office (President), without having 
resigned as Vice-President prior to the Bureau’s verification of 
candidatures on 2 July, the Vice-President’s office will remain vacant 
until the next Annual Session. 

iii. The Assembly will vote on all three positions of Vice-President 
simultaneously. The three candidates obtaining the greatest number 
of votes will serve for three years until the end of the 2027 Annual 
Session5. 

 

 
5 Reference: Rule 4 paragraph 7 

• Mr. Roger WICKER (U.S.A.), elected Vice-President in 2017 in Minsk for a three-

year mandate, and re-elected Vice-President in a remote session in 2021 for a 

three-year mandate, is not eligible for re-election as Vice-President. 

• Mr. Reinhold LOPATKA (Austria), elected Vice-President in a remote session in 

2021 for a three-year mandate, is eligible for re-election as Vice-President. 

• Ms. Pia KAUMA (Finland) was elected Vice-President in a remote session in 

2021 for a three-year mandate. Upon Ms. KAUMA’s election as President in 

2023, this mandate, which expires in 2024, became vacant. 
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xi. Announcing the results 
i. The final results of the elections for all Officers of the Assembly 

(President and Vice-Presidents shall be announced only after all 
elections have been decided, including in the event of a second 
round.  

ii. The Chair shall announce the results to the Assembly.  
 

b. Early voting for President and Vice-Presidents6 
i. A Member who has an unavoidable obligation to leave the Annual Session 

before 3 July has the right to vote earlier provided that he or she has notified 
in writing the Assembly President accordingly. Requests for early voting must 
be submitted to the Table Office prior to 17:30 EEST on Tuesday, 2 July.  

ii. Early voting will take place in the Table Office from 12:00 to 18:00 on 
Tuesday, 2 July. Those voting must show their blue badges and be crossed off 
the early-voting list as they vote. Early voting procedures will be overseen by 
the Tellers. Under the supervision of the Tellers, the early voting ballot box 
will be closed at 18:00 and votes will be sealed and secured overnight. 

iii. In the event of a second ballot, any Members who have left the Annual 
Session early will be unable to vote in the second ballot. 
 

c. Voting for Officers of the General Committees7 
i. Voting for Officers of the General Committees will take place as the last item 

of business in the Committees.  
ii. The Chair will appoint Tellers, who will supervise the election procedures and 

count the votes. The International Secretariat will support them in their work. 
iii. The elections will be conducted by secret ballot. Each General Committee will 

vote for all three of its officers at the same time. Voting will take place in the 
same room as the General Committee’s regular business. The precise timing 
will be announced in the Committee; voting will be open for at least 15 
minutes. 

iv. If only one candidate has been nominated, he/she will be declared elected by 
acclamation. Otherwise, up to three separate ballot boxes will be provided 
for each Committee by the Secretariat. Before voting, the Chair will announce 
the candidates who shall be asked to stand so they can be recognised. 

v. Each delegate will be issued with a ballot paper for each contested office. 
Ballot papers for each race will be prepared on a single sheet of paper, in 
English, French and Russian. Delegates should mark the ballot paper/s with 
ONE CROSS to indicate the candidate/s of their choice and then deposit the 
paper in the appropriate ballot box. 

vi. The Chair will call upon the delegates to cast their ballots in the boxes 
provided. The Tellers, assisted by the Secretariat, will oversee the casting of 
ballots. They will, in particular, ensure that only the appropriate number of 
delegates vote from each country. The procedure will be as follows: 

i. If there are only two candidates: the Tellers must ensure that a voting 
card for the relevant Committee is surrendered for every ballot paper 

 
6
 Reference: Rule 31 paragraph 3; and Rule 4 paragraph 5 

7
 Reference: Rule 36 paragraph 5 
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issued. The Tellers (or assistants) will retain the voting cards since the 
cards will not be used again. 

ii. If there are more than two candidates: a second ballot may be 
necessary. Every delegate collecting a ballot will have his or her voting 
card marked and returned. If no candidate has obtained an absolute 
majority of the votes cast, a second ballot shall be held between the 
two candidates who obtained the most votes in the first ballot. A 
second ballot will be held as soon as possible; for technical 
preparations, a short delay will be needed to prepare for the second 
round and will be announced. Fresh ballot papers will be provided. In 
the event of a second ballot, voting cards will be retained. 

vii. The Tellers, assisted by officials, will count the votes and announce the 
results. 
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4. Timeline 
 
 

19 April 2024 Mr. Buser, Mr. Hadjiyianni and Ms. Fry appointed Tellers by 
President 

14 June 2024 Updated draft List of Registered Participants made available 

21 June 2024 Updated draft List of Registered Participants made available 

29 June 2024 Candidacy papers available for all Assembly and Committee 
officers, available by request from tableoffice@oscepa.dk  

29 June 2024 Approval of List of Registered Participants by the Standing 
Committee 

30 June or 1st July 2024 
TBC 

Meeting in the Palace of Parliament of Tellers with interested 
candidates / representatives 

2 July 2024 09:00 or 
11:30 EEST 

Deadline for submission of candidacy as Chair, Vice-Chair, 
Rapporteur in General Committees 

2 July 2024 TBD Voting in General Committees for Chair, Vice-Chair, 
Rapporteur 

2 July 2024 10:00 EEST Deadline for submission of candidacy as President and Vice-
Presidents 

2 July 2024 11:00 Meeting of Assembly Bureau, verification of candidacies 

2 July 2024 12:00- 
18:00 

Early voting for President and Vice-Presidents 

2 July 2024 17:30 EEST Deadline for submission of requests for early voting 

3 July 2024 08:30- 
10:30 

Voting for President and Vice-Presidents 

3 July 2024 TBD Possible second ballot for President  

3 July 2024 Announcement of results of elections for President and Vice-
Presidents 

 
  

mailto:tableoffice@oscepa.dk
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Annex 1: Sample candidacy form for General Committees 
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Annex 2: Sample candidacy form for Officer of the Assembly 
 

  



10 

Annex 3: Sample ballot for General Committee election 
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Annex 4: Sample ballot for election of President of the Assembly 
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Annex 5: Sample ballot for election of Vice-President(s) of the Assembly 
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Annex 6: Rules cited 
 

Rule Para. Text 

   

Rule 4 

5 

Candidates for the offices of President, Vice-President or Treasurer 
must be sponsored in writing by twenty-five or more Members and 
their candidatures verified by the Bureau, prior to submission to the 
Assembly. 

7 

The Vice-Presidents shall hold office from the close of the Annual 
Session in which they are elected to the close of the third Annual 
Session thereafter, except when they are elected to fill a vacancy of 
an unexpired term. 

9 
In considering proposed candidates for the Offices of President, Vice-
President and Treasurer, the Assembly shall take account of the 
national composition of the Assembly. 

Rule 5 

1 

The President shall be elected by secret ballot and each Member 
entitled to vote may cast one vote. If, on the first ballot, no candidate 
has obtained an absolute majority of the votes cast, a second ballot 
shall be held between the two candidates who obtain the most votes 
in the first ballot. The candidate who, on the second ballot, obtains 
the most votes shall be elected. In the event of a tie, the issue shall 
be decided by lot. 

2 

The Vice-Presidents shall also be elected by secret ballot. Each 
Member entitled to vote may cast as many votes as there are 
positions to be filled. The three candidates who obtain the most 
votes shall be elected for three years. If there are unexpired terms to 
be filled the candidates receiving the next highest number of votes 
shall be elected. In event of a tie the matter shall be decided by lot. If 
a Vice President ceases to be a member of the Assembly or resigns 
the resulting vacancy shall be filled at the next Annual Session. 

3 
The Treasurer shall be elected by secret ballot, in accordance with 
the procedure provided in paragraph 1 above.   

4 
Whenever, in an election, the number of candidates is the same or 
less than the number of positions to be filled, the candidates shall be 
declared to be elected by acclamation. 

5 

The Officers shall be elected by those Members present and entitled 
to vote in accordance with the provisions of Rules 31 to 33 below.  All 
ballot papers bearing the names of persons who have been duly 
nominated as candidates shall be taken into account for the purpose 
of calculating the number of votes cast. 

Rule 31 

1 Each Member has a single vote. 

2 Members shall not vote by proxy. 

3 

A Member who has an unavoidable obligation to leave an Annual 
Session before the day of the election of a President, Vice-President 
and a Treasurer has the right to vote earlier provided that he or she 
has notified in writing the Assembly President accordingly. Early 
voting shall start only when all candidates have been duly nominated. 
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Rule 32 4 

In the case of election of officers, voting will take place in accordance 
with Rule 5 above. Three tellers shall be appointed by the Chair.  All 
duly appointed candidates or those that represent them have the 
right to monitor voting procedure, the counting of the ballot papers 
and the tabulation of the votes in all polling places.  Only those ballot 
papers bearing the names of persons who have been duly nominated 
as candidates shall be taken into account for the purpose of 
calculating the number of votes cast.  The Chair shall announce the 
result. 

Rule 33  

The majorities required, except as otherwise provided, are the 
following: 
(a) a majority of the votes cast, meaning more than half of the 
votes cast; 
(b) in the case of election of officers, as provided in Rule 5. 

Rule 36 5 

General Committees shall elect a Chair, a Vice-Chair and a General 
Rapporteur, who are the Officers of General Committees, at the close 
of the sitting at each Annual Session for the following year. 
Candidates shall be sponsored in writing. Unless the General 
Committee decides otherwise, they shall be nominated before the 
opening of the last scheduled meeting of the General Committee 
during the Annual Session. The General Committee Officers shall be 
elected by a majority of votes cast in a secret ballot. If no candidate 
has obtained a majority, a second ballot shall be held between the 
two candidates having obtained the highest number of votes in the 
first ballot.  In the event of a tie, the issue shall be decided by lot.  If 
there is only one candidate nominated for an office the candidate 
shall be declared elected by acclamation. In the event of a vacancy 
arising during the course of the year, the President may appoint a 
substitute. 
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Annex 7: Officers of the Assembly 
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VENUE 
The Parliament of Romania 
Palace of Parliament  
2-4 Izvor Str., Sector 5, Bucharest 
Click here for a map of the area. 
 
Access for all delegates is through the official entrance (C1) facing Constitution Square. All badges 
and documents should be collected from the OSCE PA Registration desk located in the foyer on 
Level P (ground level). Once delegates have collected their badge, they can access the session 
areas. 
 
 
CONTACTS 
Chamber of Deputies 
Ms. Irina STUPAR, Head of Directorate, Directorate for relations with international organizations 
and the EU  
Tel: +4 021.414.1875; e-mail: oscepa@cdep.ro  
 
Senate 
Ms. Cristina DUMITRESCU, Head of Directorate, Directorate for External Multilateral Relations 
Tel: +4 021. 311.21.56; e-mail: oscepa@senat.ro 
 
International Secretariat of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly:  
Ms. Odile LELARGE, Head of Conference Services 
Tel.: +45 33 37 80 40 ; e-mail: conference.coordination@oscepa.dk 
 
DRAFT PROGRAMME1 
 
Friday, 28 June  Arrival of participants - Registration (in the afternoon) 

Meeting of Secretaries of Delegations followed by a visit of the Parliament 
building (evening) 

 
Saturday, 29 June Meeting of the Standing Committee (morning) 

   Opening Plenary Session (afternoon) 
 
Sunday, 30 June General Committee Meetings (morning) 

Working lunch on Gender Issues (upon registration) 
Thematic activities (afternoon) 

 
Monday, 1 July  General Committee Meetings (morning and afternoon) 

Evening reserved for embassies and consulates 
 

Tuesday, 2 July  General Committee Meetings (morning) 
Plenary Session (afternoon) 

 
Wednesday, 3 July Plenary Session (morning) 

Departure of participants 
 

Thursday, 4 July Departure of participants 
 

 
1 Please note that this draft programme is subject to change. 

https://goo.gl/maps/XSgy5i4HiLP2
mailto:oscepa@cdep.ro
mailto:oscepa@senat.ro
mailto:conference.coordination@oscepa.dk
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HOTELS AND ACCOMMODATION 
Block reservations have been made by the Romanian Parliament in several hotels (Official hotels 
of the Annual Session) from 28 June to 3 July 2024. 
Participants are kindly requested to make their own room reservations as soon as possible in 
one of the official hotels of the Session listed in the annex to this document, by using the 
reservation link or the email address provided. Requests for hotel reservations will be treated on 
a first-come-first-served basis. 
Please note that cancellation policies may vary for each hotel. The prices include accommodation 
per night, breakfast, city tax and VAT. All hotels have free Wi-Fi or internet connection.  
Please consult the official websites of the hotels for details about their amenities. 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
Secretaries of the Parliamentary Delegations to the OSCE PA should register participants via the 
OSCE PA Registration Website by Saturday 25 May 2024. Kindly note that the online registration 
system will be activated on 15 March 2024. Please indicate the preliminary travel information and 
the name of the hotel when you register your delegation. 
The specific links for registration of Parliamentary Delegations of Partners for Co-operation and 
Official Observers will be sent to the Points of Contact of those delegations on 15 March 2024. 
The Registration and Information desk, located in the foyer of the Palace of Parliament on Level 
P (ground level), C1 entrance, will be open starting with Friday 28 June 2024 from 14:00 to 
20:00. For the following days of the Annual Session, registration will be open at the Palace of 
Parliament from 7:45 until the end of official meetings. 
All participants, including accompanying persons, are kindly requested to register as soon as 
possible after their arrival. They will be required to show photographic identification when 
registering (passport or identity card). All participants and accompanying persons will be able to 
collect their badges, conference bags and documents after their registration.  
A provisional List of Participants will be made available. In order to enable the OSCE PA 
International Secretariat to issue the final list and to ensure the accuracy of its content, national 
delegations are kindly requested to indicate any corrections to the provisional list at the 
Registration desk. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Airport transfers: 
Participants arriving on 28 and 29 June 2024 at the Henri Coandă International Airport will be 
offered transportation to their respective official hotels. On these dates there will be a Welcome 
Desk in the arrivals terminal. Participants arriving on other dates or staying in other hotels 
than the official hotels are invited to make their own arrangements. 
Henri Coandă International Airport (http://www.bucharestairports.ro/en) is located approximately 
20 km from the city centre, approx. 50 minutes’ drive, depending on traffic.  
Transportation from the official hotels to Henri Coandă International Airport will be also organized 
on Wednesday, 3 July 2024, from 12:00 to 22:00 and on Thursday, 4 July 2024 (all day).  
Transportation schedules will be available at the official hotels and at the Transportation Desk at 
the Palace of Parliament. There will be no direct shuttle service from the Palace of Parliament to 
the airport.  
Secretaries of Delegations are requested to indicate - and update when necessary - information 
about accommodation and flight information (flight numbers, arrival and departure dates) for all 

https://oscepa.eventsair.com/registration/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fregistration%2Fosce-pa-member-directory%2Fregistration
http://www.bucharestairports.ro/en
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their delegates, as well as accompanying staff and accompanying persons via the OSCE PA 
online registration system. 
Bus 

Express bus line 100 is available between the airport and the city center (Piața Unirii) every 15-
30 minutes (depending on the time of day) 24 hours a day. 
Train 

The National Railway Transport Company provides a fast connection between Henri Coandă 
Airport and Bucharest North Railway Station. Trains run daily from 06.00 and 23.00 and the 
duration of the trip is approx. 20 minutes. 
Taxi 

Licensed taxis without prior request will be available for passengers arriving at Bucharest Henri 
Coandă International Airport. These cars will be situated in a taxi station located at the exit of the 
terminal and will take passengers in order of arrival. 
In addition, touch screen terminals for taxi requests for customers who want to order taxi from a 
certain company are available. 
 
Transportation during the Session:  
Transfers for delegates between the official hotels, the Palace of Parliament and social events will 
be provided by the host parliament.  
Transportation schedules will be available at the official hotels, at the Transportation Desk in the 
Palace of Parliament and on the OSCE PA APP.  
 
PASSPORTS AND VISAS 
 
All participants must check beforehand if they need a Visa to enter Romania, by visiting the 
Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs official website.   
Delegates who require an entry visa should contact the Romania’s Embassy or Consulate in their 
country of residence to check the formalities necessary for obtaining a visa for the Annual Session, 
or visit the following website to apply on-line for a visa. Please be advised that visas are not issued 
in electronic form!  
Applicants must hold a valid passport with three months’ validity from the date of entry.  
It is recommended to apply for a visa no more than three months and at least three weeks 
before travel. Letters of invitation for visa purposes can be provided to officially registered 
participants if needed. 
 
IDENTIFICATION AND SECURITY 
 
For security purposes, all participants, including accompanying persons, observers, delegation 
staff and members of the press, are requested to wear their identity badges at all meetings and 
social events. Identity badges will be needed to access all conference events, including social 
events. Loss of identity badges should be reported immediately to the conference staff at the 
Registration desk.  
For security reasons, all participants, observers, delegation staff and members of the press must 
also be able to show their identity card or passport upon request. 
 
 

https://www.stbsa.ro/eng/route_timetable?100
https://www.cfrcalatori.ro/en/bucuresti-nord-railway-station-henri-coanda-airport/
https://www.bucharestairports.ro/en/transport/taxi
https://www.mae.ro/en/node/2040
https://eviza.mae.ro/
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DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS 
 
The list of the diplomatic missions in Romania is available on the official website of the Romanian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Please inform your diplomatic representations about your stay in 
Bucharest.  
The evening of Monday 1st July will be reserved for embassies and consulates.  
 
DOCUMENTATION AND COPYING SERVICES 
 
The OSCE PA International Secretariat will send electronic documentation folders in PDF format 
to all delegations. Most of the documents related to the Annual Session will be uploaded on the 
OSCE PA event APP and can also be downloaded from the OSCE PA website.  
A limited number of documents will be printed. Secretaries of Delegations are advised to make 
arrangements to print documents needed in advance.  
Printers and photocopying machines will be at the disposal of the Secretaries of Delegations at 
the Palace of Parliament in the designated areas. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
 
During the various official meetings of the Annual Session, simultaneous interpretation will be 
provided in all six official languages of the OSCE: English, French, German, Italian, Russian, 
Spanish and in Romanian. 
It will not be possible to accommodate requests for organizing simultaneous interpretation in any 
additional languages during the official meetings of the Annual Session. 
Organizers of side events will have to make their own arrangements for interpretation if needed. 
 
SPONSORSHIP FOR ACCESS OF NON-PARLIAMENTARY PARTICIPANTS AND SIDE 
EVENTS 
As in most parliaments in the OSCE region, access for non-parliamentary participants to the 
premises for OSCE Parliamentary Assembly meetings is granted upon request by Members of 
Parliament. 
Only Members of Parliament who are official delegates in the Annual Session of the OSCE PA 
will be able to register and organize side events in the premises of the Palace of Parliament. 
Delegates hosting a meeting or an event are fully responsible for the costs, programme and 
participants invited.  
The OSCE PA International Secretariat declines any responsibility for these events. 
The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly meetings are streamed on the internet, and open to the public 
through other means including coverage of meetings by journalists. Meetings are intended to 
facilitate dialogue among parliamentarians, but access by non-parliamentarians is welcome - 
space allowing - upon request by Members of the OSCE PA officially registered for the Annual 
Session 2024. Sponsoring Members take full responsibility for the sponsored participants 
and are requested to clarify the duration of their access to the OSCE PA meeting. Access 
to certain parts of the premises and programme may be restricted to parliamentarians and their 
staff.  
Those sponsoring access of non-parliamentary participants are asked to use the form Annex A 
(available upon request). The registration deadline for non-parliamentary participants is Monday 
3 June 2024. 

http://mae.ro/en/foreign-missions
https://www.oscepa.org/en/
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Proposals to organize side meetings need to be communicated to the International Secretariat of 
the OSCE PA from Monday 6 May 2024 to Monday 3 June 2024, by filling out and returning the 
application form (Annex B – available upon request), clearly indicating the purpose of the event 
and names/titles/functions of the registered organizers.  
Due to necessary security checks and planning constraints, it will not be possible to organize side-
events at the last minute.  
All participants must be accredited by the OSCE PA and in possession of an OSCE PA badge. 
They will be subject to security checks upon entering the building.  
Due to the limited number of rooms available, bilateral discussions and meetings between 
delegations or between OSCE PA bodies will be given priority. To the extent possible, the 
International Secretariat will allocate meeting rooms for side events on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  
Events involving third parties should preferably be planned outside the premises of the Palace of 
Parliament. Most official hotels have meeting spaces available for hire and there are many other 
meeting spaces in central Bucharest. Early booking is recommended.  
 
CATERING 
 
Catering will be provided exclusively by the Parliament of Romania. Side event organizers will be 
responsible for catering orders and for covering the costs.  
Details including deadlines will be provided to organizers of side events upon request. 
Lunch facilities will be available for the participants in the Palace of Parliament. 
In accordance with the Palace of Parliament's regulations, please note that food and/or beverages 
are not allowed in any of the meeting rooms. 
 
ACCOMPANYING PERSONS’ PROGRAMME 
 
A programme for accompanying persons will be arranged while delegates are engaged in 
conference sessions and meetings. A detailed programme will be announced in due course.  
Accompanying persons may participate in all evening events organized by the host. 
Accompanying persons are kindly requested to sign up for the programme within the indicated 
deadline and to wear their identity badges during the entire programme.  
Children under 18 years must be accompanied by a parent. The participation in the accompanying 
persons’ programme is under the exclusive liability of the individual participants.  
 
INSURANCE 
 
Personal and medical insurance is the responsibility of individual participants. The host Parliament 
will not be responsible for any lost luggage, currency or personal effects, or any medical costs. 
 
MEDICAL FACILITIES 
 

Medical assistance will be available throughout the meetings. A medical office will be located in 
the Palace of Parliament. However, illness/condition requiring medical treatment or hospitalization 
is the responsibility of the individual. Participants under treatment should bring enough medicine 
to cover their needs.  
Please note that the general telephone number in case of emergency (medical, fire or security) is 
112. 
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DRESS CODE 
 
Business attire is required for formal occasions and evening social events. 
 
CLIMATE AND TIME ZONE 
 
Bucharest is part of the Central European time zone (UTC/GMT + 2 hours). The average 
temperature in Bucharest in June and July is around 25°C. 
Weather forecasts and other information about climate in Bucharest can be found at 
https://www.accuweather.com.  
 
CURRENCY 
 
The official currency in Romania is RON (1 EUR = approx. 5 RON). Most types of cards are 
accepted by merchants. Cash can be withdrawn at any time from ATMs in the city, as well as from 
ATMs located in the building of the Palace of Parliament. 
 
ELECTRICITY  
 
The voltage in Romania is 220V and European style two-pin sockets (types C and F) are used. 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  
 
The international code for Romania is 0040/+40, followed by a phone number. Access to Wi-Fi 
will be available at the Palace of Parliament. Many public places in Bucharest offer free wireless 
internet, including restaurants and bars. 
 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Secretaries of Delegation should inform the Secretariat of the Chamber of Deputies at 
oscepa@cdep.ro about delegates with mobility limitations in order to make the necessary 
arrangements in advance. Moreover, Secretaries will need to fill in information regarding dietary 
restrictions through the online registration system. 
 
SMOKING 
 
Smoking is prohibited in all public buildings in Romania. The Palace of Parliament has a 
designated smoking area, and this area will be clearly signposted. 
 
INFORMATION ABOUT BUCHAREST 
 
Bucharest is the capital and the largest city in Romania, documented in 1459. Besides being an 
administrative and economic centre, it is also the starting point for tourist destinations in Romania. 
Bucharest has an important number of tourist attractions and monuments, such as the Palace of 
Parliament, the Arch of Triumph, the Romanian Athenaeum, the Romanian Peasant Museum, the 
National Museum of Art or the National Museum of History. For more practical information please 
visit https://visitbucharest.today/ . 

https://www.accuweather.com/
mailto:oscepa@cdep.ro
https://visitbucharest.today/
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Annex 
Hotel reservation procedures and details 

 
Hotel Room rates Reservation 

deadline 
Cancellations 

deadlines 
JW Marriott Bucharest Grand Hotel (5*) 
Calea 13 Septembrie 90, Bucharest 050726 
 
Check in starts at 15.00, checkout until 12.00 
 
Mr. Teodor DOLACHE 
Phone: +4021.403.1106 
Email: teodor.dolache@marriott.com 
 
Web site : 
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/buhro-
jw-marriott-bucharest-grand-hotel/overview/ 
 

Deluxe Room 
Single:              179 €  
Double:             197 €  

Grand Superior 
Room 
Single:              201 €  
Double:             219 €  

Executive Room 
Single/Double:  235 €  

Grand Executive 
Room 
Single/Double:  257 €  
 

4 June 2024 
 
 
 

Rooms and rates are only 
guaranteed until 3 June 2024. 
 
Free cancelation until        
27 May 2024 
 
Cancelation between 28 May 
and 19 June: you will be 
charged for the first night 
   
Cancelation after 20 June: you 
will be charged for the entire 
stay 

Booking link: 
Book rooms at the JW Marriott Bucharest Grand Hotel 
* For early bookings starting with 26 June/ late bookings until 5 July, please contact the hotel via e-mail 
teodor.dolache@marriott.com.  
InterContinental Athénée Palace 
Bucharest (5*) 
Episcopiei 1-3 Bucharest 010292 
 
Check in starts at 15.00, checkout until 12.00 
 
Mr. Radu NICULESCU 
 
Phone: +4021 303 799 
Email: Radu.Niculescu@ihg.com 
 
Web site : 
https://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/u
s/en/bucharest/buhap/hoteldetail 

King Classic Room 
Single:              190 €  
Double:             205 €  

Premium Classic 
Room 
Single:              220 €  
Double:             235 €  

Junior Suite 
Single:              250 €  
Double:             265 €  

One Bedroom Suite 
Single:              350 €  
Double:             365 €  

Palace Suite 
Single:              900 €  
Double:             916 €  

3 June 2024 
 
 
 
 
 

Rooms and rates are only 
guaranteed until 3 June 2024. 
 
Free cancelation until        
27 May 2024 
 
Cancelation between 28 May 
and 19 June: you will be 
charged for the first night 
   
Cancelation after 20 June: you 
will be charged for the entire 
stay 

Booking link:  
Book rooms at the InterContinental Athénée Palace Bucharest 

Radisson Blu Hotel (5*) 
Calea Victoriei 63-81, Bucharest 010065 
 
Check in starts at 15.00, checkout until 12.00 
 
Ms. Simona ȘERCAN PAPUC 
Phone: +40 216 013 615 
Email: simona.sercan@radissonblu.com 
 
Web site : 
https://www.radissonhotels.com/ro-
ro/hoteluri/radisson-blu-bucharest 

Standard Room 
Single:           166,5 €  
Double:         177,6 €  

Superior Room 
Single:         183,15 €  
Double:        194,24 €  

Premium Room 
Single:           199,8 €  
Double:          210,9 €  

Executive Room* 
Single:              222 €  
Double:        238,65 €  

Junior Suite* 
Single/Double:288,6 €   

3 June 2024 Rooms and rates are only 
guaranteed until 3 June 2024. 
 
Free cancelation until        
27 May 2024 
 
Cancelation between 28 May 
and 19 June: you will be 
charged for the first night 
   
Cancelation after 20 June: you 
will be charged for the entire 
stay 

Booking link:  
Book rooms at the Radisson Blu Hotel 
* To book at a preferential rate an Executive Room or a Junior Suite, please contact the hotel directly by sending an e-
mail to simona.sercan@radissonblu.com.  

mailto:teodor.dolache@marriott.com
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/buhro-jw-marriott-bucharest-grand-hotel/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/buhro-jw-marriott-bucharest-grand-hotel/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1707217600358&key=GRP&app=resvlink
mailto:teodor.dolache@marriott.com
mailto:Radu.Niculescu@ihg.com
https://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=BUHAP&qCiD=26&qCiMy=052024&qCoD=05&qCoMy=062024&qGrpCd=RPP&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=IC&qDest=Episcopiei%201-3,%20Bucharest,%20RO&srb_u=1&qChAge=&qRmFltr=
mailto:simona.sercan@radissonblu.com
https://www.radissonhotels.com/ro-ro/booking/room-display?hotelCode=ROBUH1&checkInDate=2024-06-28&checkOutDate=2024-07-03&adults%5B%5D=1&children%5B%5D=0&aoc%5B%5D=&searchType=pac&promotionCode=APOSCE&voucher=
mailto:simona.sercan@radissonblu.com


 

9 / 9  

Hotel Room rates Reservation 
deadline 

Cancellations 
deadlines 

Park Inn by Radisson Bucharest Hotel & 
Residence (4*) 
2-4 Luterana Street, Bucharest 010162 
 
Check in starts at 15.00, checkout until 12.00 
 
Ms. Simona ȘERCAN PAPUC 
Phone: +40 216 013 615 
Email: simona.sercan@radissonblu.com 
 
Web site : 
parkinn.com/hotel-bucharest 

Standard Room 
Single:         127,65 €  
Double:         138,74 €  

One Bedroom 
Apartment* 
Single:           166,5 €  
Double:        183,15 €  

Two Bedroom 
Apartment* 
Single:           299,7 €  
Double:        316,35 €  

3 June 2024 
 

Rooms and rates are only 
guaranteed until 3 June 2024. 
 
Free cancelation until        
27 May 2024 
 
Cancelation between 28 May 
and 19 June: you will be 
charged for the first night 
   
Cancelation after 20 June: you 
will be charged for the entire 
stay 

Booking link: 
Book rooms at the Park Inn by Radisson Bucharest Hotel & Residence 
* To book at a preferential rate a One/Two Bedroom Apartment please contact the hotel directly by sending an e-mail to 
simona.sercan@radissonblu.com. 
Union Plaza Hotel (4*) 
Bulevardul Unirii 47C, Bucharest 030825 
 
Check in starts at 15.00, checkout until 12.00 
 
Mr. George MANDAGHIOS 
Phone : +40726 022 227 
E-mail: George.mandaghios@apxhotels.ro  
 
Website: 
https://unionplaza.ro/ 

Superior Room 
Single:             125 €  
Double:            135 €  

Superior Twin Room 
Single:              125 €  
Double:             135 €  

Deluxe Double 
Room 
Single:              135 €  
Double:             145 €  

Executive Room 
Single:              155 €  
Double:             165 € 

3 June 2024 Rooms and rates are only 
guaranteed until 3 June 2024. 
 
Free cancelation until        
28 May 2024 
 
Cancelation between 29 May 
and 20 June: you will be 
charged for the first night 
   
Cancelation after 21 June: you 
will be charged for the entire 
stay 

Booking link and promo code: 
To book a room at the preferential rate please access this link and use the promo code: CDEP2024 
* For early bookings starting with 26 June/ late bookings until 5 July, please contact the hotel via e-mail 
George.mandaghios@apxhotels.ro  
Novotel Bucharest City Centre (4*) 
Calea Victoriei 37B, Bucharest  010061 
 
Check in starts at 15.00, checkout until 12.00 
 
Mr. Eduard Muñoz 
Phone: +4021 308 85 26 
E-mail: eduard.munoz@accor.com 
 
Website: 
https://www.novotelbucharestcitycentre.com/ 

Single Room 
Single:         127,65 €  
Double:        139,86 €  

Junior Suite 
Single:         202,65 €  
Double:        214,65 € 

28 May 2024 Rooms and rates are only 
guaranteed until 28 May 2024. 
 
Free cancelation until        
27 May 2024 
 
Cancelation between 28 May 
and 19 June: you will be 
charged for the first night 
   
Cancelation after 20 June: you 
will be charged for the entire 
stay 

Booking link: 
Book rooms at the Novotel Bucharest City Centre 

ibis Styles Bucharest City Center (3*) 
Str. Știrbei Vodă 146, Bucharest 010119 
 
Check in starts at 15.00, checkout until 12.00  
 
Ms. Amalia STANCIU 
Phone: (+40) 374 492 712 
Email : amalia.stanciu@accor.com 
 
Website: 
https://ibisstylesbucharestcenter.com/ro/ 

Single Room 
Single:           82,14 €  
Double:          93,24 €  
 
 

14 June 2024 Rooms and rates are only 
guaranteed until 14 June 2024. 
 
Announced cancelation until 
14 June: you will be charged 
for the first night  
  
Cancelation after 14 June / No 
Show: you will be charged for 
the entire stay  

ibis Styles Bucharest City Center: 
To book a room at the preferential rate please send an e-mail to amalia.stanciu@accor.com and mention the 
booking reference: 2024OSCEPA 

 

mailto:simona.sercan@radissonblu.com
https://www.radissonhotels.com/ro-ro/booking/room-display?hotelCode=ROBUHHRD&checkInDate=2024-06-28&checkOutDate=2024-07-03&adults%5B%5D=1&children%5B%5D=0&aoc%5B%5D=&searchType=pac&promotionCode=OSCEPI&voucher=
mailto:simona.sercan@radissonblu.com
https://unionplazahotel.book-onlinenow.net/index.aspx?specialoffer=CDEP2024
mailto:George.mandaghios@apxhotels.ro
http://all.accor.com/lien_externe.svlt?goto=spec_rate&ragp=,&showEco=2&libelle_tarif=1&sub=ISP&nom_ville=5558&jour_arrivee=25&mois_arrivee=6&annee_arrivee=2024&nb_nuit=10&code_chaine=ALL&code_avantage=OSCEPA&RA1=OSCEPA&sourceid=OSCEPA&merchantid=PPC-AccorCZ
mailto:amalia.stanciu@accor.com
mailto:amalia.stanciu@accor.com
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Friday 28 June 2024 
Arrival of participants 

14:00 – 20:00 Registration 
18:00 – 19:00 Meeting of the Secretaries of Delegations  

followed by a visit of the Parliament building 
 
Saturday 29 June 2024 
08:00 – 09:15 Time reserved for meetings of various groups 

09:30 – 12:30 Standing Committee  
12:30 – 15:00 Lunch break 

15:00 – 18:00 Opening Plenary Session  
 

Sunday 30 June 2024 
08:00 – 08:45 Time reserved for meetings of various groups 

09:00 – 10:30 General Committee on Political Affairs and Security  
09:00 – 10:30  General Committee on Economic Affairs, Science, Technology 

and Environment  
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00 – 12:30 General Committee on Democracy, Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Questions  

12:30 – 14:30 Lunch break 

12:30 – 14:30 Working lunch on Gender Issues (upon registration) 
14:30 – 16:30 Thematic activities 
 
Monday 1 July 2024 
08:00 – 08:45 Time reserved for meetings of various groups 

09:00 – 10:30 General Committee on Political Affairs and Security  
09:00 – 10:30 General Committee on Economic Affairs, Science, Technology 

and Environment  
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00 – 12:30 General Committee on Democracy, Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Questions  

12:30 – 14:30 Lunch break 

14:30 – 16:00 General Committee on Political Affairs and Security  
14:30 – 16:00 General Committee on Economic Affairs, Science, Technology 

and Environment  
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16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break 

16:30 – 18:00 General Committee on Democracy, Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Questions  

 Evening reserved for embassies and consulates 

 

Tuesday 2 July 2024 
08:00 – 08:45 Time reserved for meetings of various groups 

09:00 – 11:00 General Committee on Political Affairs and Security  
09:00 – 11:00 General Committee on Economic Affairs, Science, Technology 

and Environment  
11:00 – 11:30 Meeting of the Bureau  
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 

11:30 – 13:30 General Committee on Democracy, Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Questions  

13:30 – 15:00 Lunch break 

15:00 – 18:00 Plenary Session  
 

 

Wednesday 3 July 2024 
08:00 – 08:45  Time reserved for meetings of various groups  

09:00 – 12:00  Plenary Session  
12:00 Adjournment 
 End of Annual Session 

Departure of participants 

 

Thursday 4 July 2024 
Departure of participants 

 



 

 

 

 

2024 ANNUAL SESSION 

DOCUMENT DEADLINES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send all signatures to:  bucharestdocs@oscepa.dk 

 

 
Supplementary Items 

 
25 May 25 2024 

 
Amendments to Committee Draft Resolutions 

 
15 June 2024 

 
Amendments to Supplementary Items 

 
22 June 2024 

mailto:bucharestdocs@oscepa.dk


 

 

 

ANEXO XIV  



Expected elections in the OSCE area in 2024/2025

As of 18.04.2024

North Macedonia 24 April 2024 1st round Presidential

North Macedonia 8 May 2024 Parliamentary
(2nd round Presidential)

Lithuania 12 May 2024 Presidential

Iceland 1 June 2024 Presidential

Belgium 9 June 2024 Federal

Bulgaria 9 June 2024 Parliamentary

San Marino 9 June 2024 General

Mongolia 28 June 2024 Parliamentary

United Kingdom Autumn 2024 Parliamentary

Austria Autumn 2024 Parliamentary

Lithuania 13 October 2024 Parliamentary

Moldova 20 October 2024 Presidential and
Referendum

Georgia 26 October 2024 Parliamentary

Moldova 3 November 2024 Presidential (2nd round)
TBD

Uzbekistan 27 October 2024 (date tbc) Parliamentary

U.S.A. 5 November 2024 General

Croatia by December 2024 Presidential

Romania 2024, date tbc Presidential and
Parliamentary

Liechtenstein 9 February 2025 Parliamentary

Azerbaijan February 2025 Parliamentary

Tajikistan by 31 March 2025 Parliamentary

Ireland by March 2025 Parliamentary

Albania by June 2025 Parliamentary

Poland by August 2025 Presidential

Moldova by 11 July 2025 Parliamentary

Iceland by 27 September 2025 Parliamentary

Norway September 2025 Parliamentary



Expected elections in the OSCE area in 2024/2025
Canada by 20 October 2025 Parliamentary

Germany by 26 October 2025 Parliamentary

Czech Republic by October 2025 Parliamentary

Belarus 2025, date tbc Presidential
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